
  T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  M O D E L  A  

F O R D  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A  

The Rattlin’ Rag 
November 2020 

 

     Happy Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

 

 

Fred & Judi Ornellas’ daughter and two grandsons. (top) 

 

Rob Spofford, Fred Ornellas with third grandson (lower) 

Connie Spofford, Darlene and Howard Little, 
& Al and Dee Borden enjoying Culver’s patio. 

2020 FINAL FRIDAY NIGHT GATHERING 
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Fred and Judi Ornellas recently had company from Texas. 
Their daughter, Heather, and her three younger sons spent 
some of their time driving their Model A around town. Some-
times there were just two or four in the car, but occasionally 
all six family members crowded in for the ride. Of course, 
Driving lessons from Papa Fred were also included. As the 
pictures on page 1 show, they also went to Culver’s for our   
Friday night gathering.  Family visits are the BEST! 
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President: Chuck Nelson 

Vice President: Rob Spofford 

Secretary: Marilyn Nelson/Dee Borden 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts  

Membership: Arlan Potts 

National Rep: Martha Borchers  

Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun 
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Deadline for pictures, stories, 
flyers, current events, etc., in 
next month’s Rattlin’ Rag is: 
Monday, December 7, 2020 

 
Please email:  

JoAnn Blout 

jblout50@gmail.com 

Dear Treasure Valley Model A Club members.  

I am your new Newsletter Editor. I am very new at this 

type of Project and I am asking for your support and 

help. 

I am trying to fill huge shoes. Judi has produced our 

newsletter for 6 years, and it has been wonderful. She 

has committed to help me as I have questions, but I am 

at the point that I don’t even know what to ask. 

One thing I do know, The quality of the newsletter  

depends largely on submitted stories, pictures, and 

ideas. 

Please, as you take your cars out, take pictures and send 

them to me.  If you have an idea for an article please 

contact me.  

One idea I have is one Judi started and I will pursue. Tell 

me the story of how you got your first “A”. If possible 

include pictures.          Thank you, JoAnn Blout 
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C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s :  

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 No 

Meeting 
11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 Merry 

Christmas 

26 

27 28 29 30 31 New 

Years Eve 

  

       

DECEMBER 2020 Local Events: 
 

 2nd & 4th Monday:  Hightower 
Garage:  6:00 pm—9:00 pm   

 TVMAC Meetings are canceled 
for December and January 

 Our next meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for Thursday, 
February 11, 2021 at 
Hightower’s Garage and will be a 
Pot Luck. Please bring something 
warm and yummy to share. More 
information to follow. 
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Getting to Know TVMAC Members:  Ron & Fran Carr 

      My first old car was a 1929 Chevrolet 4dr Sedan 

purchased when I was in High School and painted 

up with poster paint for each football game. My 

mother named it ‘Abraham’ because it was as old 

as Abraham Lincoln. 

     I always wanted another old car, and I got my 

chance when Lois and I moved to Emmett in 1991. 

We bought a 1929 Nash 4dr from Lois’ cousin Thel-

ma in Boise, and that’s when I met Frank Leonard. 

With him, we became members of the ‘Old Timers 

Club’ and toured all over the valley with a group of 

old car enthusiasts. Frank was one of the early or-

ganizers of the Treasure Valley Model A Club. He 

was restoring a ‘29 Model A Roadster, and while visiting junkyards with him we got word of an “A” for sale 

in Midvale, ID.  We went to look at it and I was ”hooked”. It was July 1998 and the car was a 1929 Roadster 

that needed a complete makeover, which Frank helped me do. Not restored, we just rebuilt or replaced 

everything including the engine, transmission, brakes, and everything else you can think of. I named him 

Ernie (my middle name). 

     On May 24, 1999 I bought a 1929 Model A Tudor in Boise, and with Frank’s help, did a complete make-

over as we had done with “Ernie”. This one we named ‘Hazel’, Lois’ middle name. I added an overdrive and 

comfy seats from a Ford Fiesta and we used it as our traveler. She has been to several Model A Meets, 

including one in Surry, Canada. 

     During the Surry Meet, and several other tours, we were introduced to a couple from Australia who were 

visiting Bert and Winnie Colwell. Neville and Joan Shoeman, the Aussies, said that if anyone would come 

to Australia and tour with them they would loan them a Model A. Lois and I accepted and flew to Brisbane 

in 2000 and toured to Wondga, near Melbourne. Wow! …  2,500 miles all on the wrong side of the road! 

That’s when we met Lindsay Harris, the President of the Model A Club of Queensland, Australia.  

    Lindsay invited us to join them in New Zealand in 2001 to help them “terrorize the Kiwi’s” at their National 

Meet. We did and attended national meets in Australia in 2002, 2004, and 2006. Lindsay visited us for the 

2003 National Meet and our NWRM in 2008. 

     Lois died of cancer in 2010. A year later, at our annual Emmett Community Choir rehearsal, I struck up 

a conversation with this cute chick Fran Maza. She had lost her husband, Bernie, a few months after I lost 

 

 

 

 

 

Lois. She was telling another 

lady that she had a tree cut 

down and needed to remove 

the stump. I said I have a 

tractor and I can pull it out. 

She said if I did that she 

would cook me dinner. The 

rest is history and we were 

married November 10, 2012.   

(cont. pg. 7) 

Ernie—1929 Roadster                        Hazel—1929 Tudor 



FUN FACTS ABOUT THE CARR’S: 

They both love to sing, especially in 

Emmett’s Community  Choir. They like to 

go to movies, and they attend Church 

weekly.  Fran has 

4 daughters and 

Ron has 1 son 

and 1 daughter. 
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Annual TVMAC dues are now 

due. Dues are $20 per family per 

year. Because we will not meet 

until February, please mail your 

check to:  

Arlan Potts  

10921 Montana Ave. 

Boise, ID  83713-5048 

New Officers for 2021 were voted in at the November TVMAC 
meeting.  Congratulations and Thank You to: 

President: Rob Spofford 

Vice President: Wayne Brossard 

Secretary: Lora Eggan 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts 

    (continued from page 6) 

I got Fran involved with Model A’s and the Model A Club and she 

loves it. I took her to Australia to their convention in Ipswich, Aus-

tralia, and introduced her to all of my friends down under. She 

loved it there too.  We would love to go there again, but age is 

keeping us home. 

     The Model A Ford has provided us with a wonderful pastime 

and the chance to meet real people with high moral values and  

loving longtime friendships. 

  by Ron Carr and Fran Maza Carr                  Franzie—1931 Truck 

Fran and Ron Carr at 

Model A Meet in Ips-

wich, Australia 
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TVMAC HOSTING NWRM POSTPONED 

 

     COVID 19 is playing havoc with many aspects of our lives, and our plans for the 

2021 Northwest Regional Meet is no exception. As COVID shut down our state in 

March, and continued changing our activities for months, the planning committee   

began assessing the effects this might have on our Meet. Several options were dis-

cussed, including asking Spokane to trade their Hub Meet in 2022 with our 2021 

dates, but they were not interested. In the MAFCA publication, “The Restorer”, we  

noted how activities all over the nation were being cancelled. Under Al and Dee Bor-

den’s leadership the committee continued to meet and plan. In the late summer we 

asked Jim Borchers to pole the Northwest Region Clubs to see how many of their 

members might attend a Meet here in June of 2021. His report back to the commit-

tee was dismal, to say the least.  

     At the committee meeting in September it was decided to postpone our NWRM to 

June 2023. This was not easy for anyone because so much work had been done by 

all the committee members. Hopefully by 2023 COVID will be gone, or at least under 

control.  

     The good news is the deposit we gave to our Host Hotel is refundable, under the 

circumstances, and very few, if any, other funds that have been spent are things we 

will not use in 2023. Several committee members will stay on for 2023. Dee and Al 

are unsure if they will remain as event Chairmen. We owe them a huge THANK YOU 

for the countless hours and preparations they have given to this event!  

     Stay tuned for more information as we continue to plan for 2023. 

I never thought I’d see 

the day when the say-

ing “I wouldn’t touch 

him/her with a 6 foot 

pole” would become 

national policy! 

The dumbest thing I     

purchased in 2020 was a 

Planner!!! 

 

After Months of staying at home, 

my Jeans Buttons are practicing  

Social Distancing. 
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FUNNY STORY FOR THE MONTH 

 

Helen was busy cooking breakfast for her husband Charles last Saturday. 

Suddenly Charles raced to her side and began giving her directions. 

“Turn the heat down on the pancakes! They are going to burn.”  

“Better add some butter to the pan before you start frying those eggs!” 

“Watch the pancakes. FLIP THEM NOW!!! Did you turn the oven on to keep 

them warm until we are ready to eat?” 

“ Remember, I like my eggs Over Easy with the yoke firm. Helen, what are 

you doing???” 

Helen turned to him, with frustration, and maybe a little anger, and said 

“Charles, What’s gotten into you? I have been cooking for you for 20 

years. I know what I am doing!!! 

Charles smiled and replied “Now you know how I feel every time we go for 

a drive!” 

 

(Editor’s note: Rob laughed loudly when I read this story to him because 

he can relate to Charles! Yes, I tend to be a bit of  a “back seat driver”. 

Sorry dear.) 

LADY A’s CORNER by JoAnn Blout 

COVID 19 has played havoc with our lives!  

The Lady A’s miss lunches together, seeing 

movies in theatres, and just enjoying each 

others company. 

We are looking forward to a safer time when 

we can resume our normal activities. 

Stay Healthy and Safe! 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

