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As 2021 rapidly draws to a conclusion I remember some of the great fun and wonderful 

experiences we have shared as members of our Treasure Valley Model A Club. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Greg West for planning, organizing, and guiding us on    

numerous tours throughout the year. I must admit my favorite was the excursion to 

Baker City and Sumpter, Oregon to ride the Sumpter Valley Railroad steam engine 

train.  

We also must recognize Glen Clayton and Elvin Hightower for helping and teaching us 

how to maintain and repair our Model A’s. They are so generous with their knowledge 

and time. Thank you to Elvin and Elaine for  hosting many of our meetings in their   

beautiful backyard and warm shop. 

A special thank you to Connie Spofford for contacting and organizing the wide variety of 

fast food restaurants for our Fast Food Friday excursions for casual socializing with other 

members. We also appreciate her husband, Rob Spofford, for serving as our club        

President—and agreeing to stay in that position for another year. He keeps our meetings 

organized and keeps us all on track. 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year!  
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2022 DUES 

Arlan Potts, Treasurer, is ready to accept TVMAC dues. 

He will collect dues at monthly meetings or they can be 

mailed to him. Dues are $20 per family per year. 

Pictures from 2021  

Enjoy some pictures from activities and tours this year. 
Can you spot your car or friends or yourselves? 
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C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s :  

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

      1 New Years 

Day 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 Open 

Garage 

11 12 13 Club 

Meeting 

14 15 

16 17 Martin 

Luther King 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 Open 

Garage 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

       

JANUARY 2022 

Local Events: 
 

• 2nd & 4th Monday:  Hightower 
Garage:  6:00 pm—9:00 pm . 
Please contact Elvin  to schedule a 
day and time. 

•  
• Next Club Meeting  
• January 13, 2022 - NEW 

LOCATION: Bob’s Restaurant 
and Lounge, 1411 Shilo Drive, 
Nampa, Idaho 83687 (I-84 
Franklin Blvd Exit, north of 
freeway, in front of Shilo Inn.)
Meeting @ 7 pm, Dinner at 5:30 
pm. 

More pictures from 2021 



P a g e  4  T h e  R a t t l i n ’  R a g  

 

 

 
Meet Club Members: Jeff and Nancy Caldwell 

OUR MODEL A LOVE STORY, WITH AS MANY TWISTS AND TURNS AS THE ROAD ITSELF 

The love of cars originated in August of 1971 when my folks and my Aunt and Uncle decided, 

upon the death of my Grandpa, that his 1950 Olds Rocket 88 should  be given to me.  I was the 

oldest  of the grandchildren and would soon be old enough to drive. That Rocket 88 was driven 

my 9th grade year up through graduation with pride and lots of fun, and is still in my possession. 

During high school I ran into Dave Anderson at The Arctic Circle Drive-In on Fairview Avenue 

on one Saturday night. The Arctic Circle was a major hang out for Hotrods and Classics of that 

time. Since he and several of his friends had early ‘50s Oldsmobiles, an instant bond was 

formed. I spent a heck of a lot of weekends at his shop to help and learn about restoring       

and/or building hotrods.  He had a Model A sedan with a 371 Olds engine with deuces powering 

it, as well as a ‘52 Olds sedan he was working on.  

Many years went by and in 1997 along came Fred Gooding. Any Treasure Valley Model A Club 

members who have been around for years will know of Fred and his son Mike; major owners of 

restored and high point Model A cars—four of which are the oldest Model A’s in existence. Fred 

was bound and determined to get me involved with Model A’s. In September of 2006 Fred     

invited both Nancy (my resurrected fellow Capital High School grad/girl friend) and me to attend 

a monthly TVMAC meeting that he was hosting that included a tour of his hop farm and         

operations during harvest in Wider, Idaho.  TVMAC members Dave and Jacque Street also   

announced their marriage at the club gathered for lunch and camaraderie. We enjoyed the 

group of cars and members, and thus an antique bug was let loose, and the possibility of    

owning one of these cars was instilled in our minds.  

 

 

 

 

On May 22, 2007 Fred had an untimely 

accidental death and, based on some  

serendipitous events before and after 

Fred’s passing, the owning of a Model A 

was destined to happen.  

In August, while driving home and passing 

through Kuna, I stopped at a little snow 

cone shack and was ordering when the 

woman making my snow cone said, 

“You’re Kaitlyn Caldwell’s dad, aren’t you?” I didn’t know her and was surprised when she 

asked me if I would be interested in looking at and possibly buying her parents’ 1928 Model A      

Roadster. Both of her parents had died and the car was for sale in Nampa. I knew right then 

Fred was steering me to go look at that car. I called Dave Anderson, who brought Bert Colwell 

with him, to go with me to look at and evaluate this roadster that had been tucked away in an 

out building for many years.  

Jeff Caldwell with Fred 

Gooding in Fred’s garage.  
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Jeff and Nancy Caldwell continued 

As you may or may not know, Dave Anderson and Bert Colwell were two of the eight founding fathers of the 

TVMAC. Based on their thoughtful opinions, I decided to purchase this roadster we lovingly call “Freddie” 

in memory of Fred Gooding. We later learned the roadster had belonged to the Diffendaffers, neighbors 

and fellow members of Greg and Lori West. Hence we joined the TVMAC and chose to do our maiden 

voyage on the 2007 Labor Day tour to McCall. On this tour we got to know better and really appreciate 

Dave and Jacque Street. We discovered how not to pack a roadster for a weekend trip. Jeff bravely           

invited his young daughter, Kati, and girlfriend, Nancy, on this first tour. Kati was a real trooper, covering 

up in blankets and huddled down in the rumble seat on that chilly fall morning drive. Boy were we ignorant 

of driving an unproven machine that distance, but with Glen Clayton and Elvin Hightower as our tour  

master mechanics we were in great hands. 

There would be many adventures and friendships made on the side of a hot, dusty road—or a very cold 

one, as was the case with our first Polar Bear Run to Swan Falls on a brisk New Years Day. We definitely 

enjoy the comradery and travels with the club. It has always 

been special to share this interest together as a couple.    

Thinking back to a Christmas Parade with Jeff’s mom (born  

the same year as our roadster) and aunt, sitting snuggly in the 

rumble seat, is a precious memory. The club has been so kind 

and supportive of us, just like a family. Who but fellow A’ers 

understand the peaks and valleys of maintaining these vintage 

cars and ourselves as we age and experience the road of life? 

Another car was added to the collection when Jeff purchased 

the 1931 4 door sedan (his favorite color—Washington Blue) 

to keep Nancy warm on cold weather tours during her         

recovery from cancer in 2019. As it turned out, this car        

belonged to Bert and Winnie Colwell. Upon Bert’s death it was 

purchased by a high school classmate, at Jeff’s urging. The classmate’s 

father was a brick mason for Nancy’s grandfather, and was a long time  

family friend. The car was not being used and was offered for sale to Jeff. 

This car is lovingly know as “BertWin” in memory of it’s first owners.          

On a cool March evening in 2020, “BertWin” stood watch as we exchanged 

marriage vows overlooking the city at the Boise Train Depot. And our 

road continues into the sunset…                                                   

(Story & Pictures by Jeff Caldwell) 

1928 Roadster (upper left).   

Jeff and Nancy with 1931 Sedan at their wedding (above right) 

Nancy and Jeff with Spuddy Buddy at Idaho City 4th of July Parade. (left) 

FUN FACTS: 

Jeff has 2 daughters and 1 step 

son. Nancy has 1 son. They are 

proud grandparents to 1 one 

month old grandson. 
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Merry Christmas 

And 

Happy New Year 
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LADY A’s CORNER  Model A Production years: 1928-1931 

What was life like in the United States during the years our 

cars were in production?   

In 1928 Kellogg’s Rice Krispies first appeared in stores,  

Amelia Earhart became the first woman to fly across the     

Atlantic Ocean, and Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin. 

The Roaring 20’s came to an end and Herbert Hoover was 

elected President. In October 1929 the stock market crashed 

and the Great Depression hit all Americans.  

The Roaring 20’s were a time of relative affluence for many middle class working families. New 

innovations provided more leisure time and created a consumer society. The Depression years 

lead to financial belt tightening and, to make ends meet, many women entered the workforce to 

become secretaries, teachers, nurses, and telephone operators. The average American family 

lived by the motto: “Use it up, wear it out, make do or do without.” Kitchen gardens  became 

common, worn out clothes were patched, kids wore hand-me-downs, and trips to the movies 

were skipped as they tried to maintain ownership of their homes and cars.  

Women’s magazines and radio programs taught homemakers how to stretch their food budgets 

with casseroles and one-pot meals like chili, mac & cheese, soups, and chipped beef on toast. 

Pot lucks at church became a popular way to share food and socialize with friends.  

Families didn’t have extra money to spend on leisure activities so most stayed home and       

socialized with neighbors. Playing cards and board games like Scrabble and Monopoly became 

popular. The radio also provided free entertainment for the family. Comedy programs like 

“Amos ‘n Andy”, soap operas, sporting events, and swing music distracted listeners from their 

everyday struggles.  Popular music on the radio included Eddie Cantor’s “Makin’ Whoopee”,  

“Singing in the Rain” from the movie, Louis Armstrong’s “When You’re Smiling”, Glenn Miller’s 

“In the Mood”, Kate Smith’s “God Bless America”, and Bing Crosby’s “Silent Night, Holy Night”. 

Marriages became strained and some men abandoned their families out of embarrassment or 

frustration. Riding the rail—illegally hopping on freight trains—became a common but           

dangerous way to travel looking for work. Families who lived near railroad tracks sometimes 

had “Hobos”  knocking on their doors asking for food. Many women provided whatever was  

leftover from the family meal to feed these hungry men. 

Stories of frugality continuing long after the Depression was over are common for those who 

lived through this period of time. My grandmother, who raised her family during these years,  

always grew a garden, cultivated fruit trees, and bottled everything she harvested and put those 

bottles in her cellar for safe keeping. She darned every hole in her socks, sewed her own house 

dresses and aprons, had one pair of shoes for everyday wear and another pair of shoes for 

church on Sunday. When clothes were too worn out she cut up the material to make quilts. She 

truly lived her entire life with the motto: “Use it up, wear it out, make it do or do without.” 

We have experienced a challenging 2 years, but so did the folks who originally owned our cars. 

I wish you all health and safety in 2022. Happy New Year! 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

