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CHRISTMAS IN COLOR
Treasure Valley Model A Club members attended
“Christmas in Color”, a socially distanced drive-through
event at the Idaho Center held nightly in December.
New club president, Rob Spofford and his wife Connie,
invited Judi and Fred Ornellas to join them in their
Model A Woody to enjoy the beautiful light show.
Connie was under an electric blanket in the front seat
while Fred and Judi, in the back seat, were wearing
their long johns, with blankets on their laps and nicely
warmed by HOT rice packs. Connie also provided
Carmel popcorn and hot chocolate—yum! What fun
they had as they watched the lights change colors.
They tuned their portable radio to an FM station as
they started through the “black hole” in the wall of
color. As you can see the lights were spectacular !
Submitted by Judi Ornellas
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2020 TVMAC Officers
President: Rob Spofford
Vice President: Wayne Brossard
Secretary: Lora Egan
Treasurer: Arlan Potts
Membership: Arlan Potts
National Rep: Martha Borchers
Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun
Newsletter: JoAnn Blout

Deadline for pictures, stories,
flyers, current events, etc., in
next month’s Rattlin’ Rag is:
Monday, February 14, 2021
Please email:
JoAnn Blout
jblout50@gmail.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
As we welcome 2021 we leave a year that is unprecedented in our
life time. COVID-19 has changed our lives dramatically. Many of us
have stayed at home, in isolation, for weeks or months at a time. We
have learned to order groceries online and pick them up in store
parking lots. We tolerate wearing clothe masks in public, and avoid
crowds. Christmas shopping online and deliveries from UPS are
commonplace. Church meetings went virtual, and our club meetings
were modified or canceled. Going to a movie theatre or eating in
restaurant has become a distant memory.
Thankfully, 2021 holds the promise of a vaccine to contain this virus.
It will take time for it to get to all of us. It will be your choice to receive
it or not. As for me, I look forward to getting it. Hopefully we will be
able to resume our normal activities later this year. I look forward to
enjoying TVMAC meetings in a restaurant, club tours, and working on
our 2023 Northwest Regional Meet.
I am praying, as many of you are, for a healthy, prosperous and
peaceful 2021.
by JoAnn Blout
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2nd & 4th Monday: Hightower
Garage: 6:00 pm—9:00 pm
Our next meeting is tentatively
scheduled for Thursday,
February 11, 2021 at
Hightower’s Garage and will be a
Pot Luck. Please bring something
warm and yummy to share. More
information to follow.
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2021 HUMOR
I can’t believe I forgot to go
to the gym today!
That’s 7 years in a row……
Brain cell, hair cells and
skin cells all die constantly
but FAT cells seem to
have ETERNAL LIFE!
I need to get in shape. If I
was murdered today, my
body outline would be a
circle!
Wish I’d had this tip last
month:
To get rid of unwanted junk
during the holidays … put
it in an Amazon box and
leave it on your front porch.
As I sat watching my dog
chase his tail, I thought
how easily amused dogs
are . . . Then I realized I
was watching my dog
chase his tail.
I hope you smiled today!
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Getting to Know TVMAC Members: CHUCK & MARILYN NELSON
The Nelson Family Model A Story
Our Model A story started in 1996 when Chuck
bought our very first, on the morning of our daughter’s wedding. He and his dad went to look at it (I
knew we were in trouble when they took the car
trailer!) and sure enough, they brought it home. A
1930 Tudor Sedan, flat black paint with an army
blanket stapled on as the roof! The two of them
were standing in the driveway admiring it when I
left for the church. I told Chuck he better be in his
Tux, with no grease under his fingernails, and at
the Church in 1 hour!!! He made it, but I know it
was hard for him to tear himself away from that
new toy!
Not long after that we met Ron and Lois Carr and
joined the Treasure Valley Model A Club. About 5
years later we did a frame up restoration on the
Tudor with the help of Kim Wiggins in Vale, OR.
In 2005 Chuck decided it was time for an additional car. He put a “wanted” ad in the Thrifty Nickle and got a call from a
man in Twin Falls. He had a 1930 Roadster in his barn. It had been restored in the 70’s, but no one had used it—
except for the chickens and mice—for quite a few years! We drove to Twin Falls (with the car trailer, of course) and
hauled it home. We cleaned it up, reupholstered the seat, bought a top for it, and have enjoyed driving it on many Club
outings. The Roadster model is a favorite because Chuck’s Dad had a Model A Roadster as his first car.
Chuck has always wanted a pick up
and has been working on a restoration
of a 1930 truck we bought in
Wenatchee, WA. The previous owners
named it “Harley”. As that was
Chuck’s grandfather’s name, there
was little doubt the pick up would be
coming home with us! Good thing we
took the trailer! We hope to have the
restoration complete in 2021.
Recently Chuck has been helping Jim
Willis with his beautiful roadster. Jim
wanted to get it ready to sell and it
needed a tune up. It didn’t take long
for Chuck to fall in love, and now it is
coming to live at our house!!!
However, we do not have enough
room for 4 Model As, so we need to
find new homes for the Tudor and our
original roadster. (cont. page 5)

Chuck’s Dad, Conrad (Connie) Nelson, as a teenager with his roadster in about 1946.
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They are both nice cars and hopefully someone else
will enjoy them as much as we have.
We have enjoyed our years as members of the Model
A Club. We have made great friends and learned so
much! We especially appreciate all the help and
expertise from Glen Clayton, Elvin Hightower, Craig
Warrick, Ron Carr, and many others.

Jacob, Chuck and Marilyn’s grandson about 12 years ago, with

Left is their 1930 Tudor, now for sale.

FUN FACTS ABOUT CHUCK AND MARILYN NELSON:
Chuck and Marilyn have been married for almost 49 years. They have two daughters and four
grandchildren—three teenagers and one eight year old. Chuck enjoys hunting, fishing and
riding their horse and mules. Marilyn is a quilter and enjoys many forms of sewing. They
enjoy camping with extended family. They enjoy tropical trips, where they snorkel and scuba
dive. Their favorite dive locations include Roatan, Bonaire and Grand Turks.
Chuck’s dad, Connie, was born in 1930 -- the same year as their cars!
Anyone interested in the Tudor or their original Roadster can contact Chuck for particulars.

2021 Annual TVMAC dues are
now due. Dues are $20 per
family per year. Please give your
money to Arlan Potts or mail
your check to:
Arlan Potts
10921 Montana Ave.
Their Granddaughter in the 1930 Roadster in a
4th of July Parade.

Boise, ID 83713-5048
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TOOLS EXPLAINED (continued from last month)
HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after you have installed your new brake
shoes, trapping the jack handle firmly under the bumper.
BAND SAW: A large stationary power saw primarily used by most shops to cut good aluminum sheet into smaller
pieces that more easily fit into the trash can after you cut on the inside of the line instead of the outside edge.
TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST: A tool for testing the tensile strength of everything you forgot to disconnect.
PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: Normally used to stab vacuum seals under lids or for opening old style paper-and-tin oil cans
and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip out Phillips screw heads.
STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER: A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert slotted screws into nonremovable screws and butchering your palms.
PRY BAR: A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket you needed to remove in order to replace
a 50 cent part.
HAMMER: Originally used as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod to locate the
most expensive parts adjacent to the object we are trying to hit.
UTILITY KNIFE: Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons delivered to you front door; works
particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector magazines, refund checks,
and rubber or plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing work clothes, but only while in use.
ADJUSTABLE WRENCH: aka “another Hammer”, aka “the Swedish Nut Lathe”, aka “Crescent Wrench”. Commonly
used as a one size fits all wrench, usually results in rounding off nut heads before the use of pliers. Will randomly
adjust size between bolts, resulting in busted knuckles, curse words, and multiple threats to any inanimate objects
within the immediate area.
Thank you to Marilyn Nelson for contributing these to the Newsletter.
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LADY A’s CORNER by JoAnn Blout
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MOTHER’S CLOTHESLINE
We are probably the last generation to remember what a clothesline was. In many places they are now illegal.
BASIC RULES:
1) You have to hang the socks by the toes...Not the tops.
2) You hang pants by the BOTTOM/cuffs...NOT the waistband.
3) You have to wash the clothes lines before hanging any clothes. Walk the entire length with a damp cloth
wrapped around each line.
4) You have to hang the clothes in a certain order, always hang ”whites” with “whites”, and hang them first.
They were washed first because you reused the water to wash the next load.
5) You NEVER hang a shirt by the shoulders—always by the tail. What would the neighbors think?
6) Wash day is always Monday! NEVER hang clothes on the weekend, or on Sunday, for Heaven’s sake!
7) Hang the sheets and towels on OUTSIDE lines so you can hide your “unmentionables” in the middle—so
perverts and busybodies can’t see them, ya know!
8) ALWAYS gather the clothes pins when taking down dry clothes. Pins left on the lines were “tacky”!
9) If you were efficient, you would line the clothes up so that each item did not need 2 clothes pins, but shared
one of the clothes pins with the next washed item.
10) Clothes were off the line before dinner time, neatly folded in the clothes basket, and ready to be ironed.
IRONED??!! Well, that’s a whole other subject
A clothesline was a news forecast to neighbors passing by,
There were no secrets you could keep when clothes were hung to dry.
It was a friendly link for neighbors always knew if company had stopped on by,
For then you’d see the “fancy sheets” and towels upon the line,
And you’d see the “company table clothes” with their intricate designs.
The line announced a baby’s birth from folks who lived inside,
As brand new infant clothes were hung so carefully with pride!
It also told when illness stuck as extra sheets were hung;
Then nightclothes and a bathrobe too, haphazardly were strung.
New folks in town were scorned if wash was dingy gray, the eye brows raised, then neighbors looked away.
But clotheslines now are of the past, for dryers make laundry work much less.
Now what goes on inside a home is anybody’s guess!
I really miss that way of life, it was a friendly sign
When neighbors knew each other best...by what hung on the line.

P a g e

8

T h e

R a t t l i n ’

R a g

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile
club located in the Boise area of Idaho. We are
dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the
Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford
Motor Company. Membership is not limited to owners
and is open to anyone interested in preserving the
memory of our past and the great impact that Henry
Ford made upon the world with his Model A.
The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the
city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent
most of their lives here in the area. The club was
formed around 1963 and its membership consisted
of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the
club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and
is one of the most active antique car clubs in the
state.
We would love to hear from you or even better, stop
by our next event.

Treasure Valley Model A Ford
Club of America
10921 Montana Ave.
Boise ID 83713-5048
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID
Interest in becoming a MAFCA member?
Go to: http://www.mafc.com/
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