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IT TAKES A TEAM TO INSTALL A MITCHELL OVERDRIVE 

Alvin and Dee Borden’s Model A Sedan was recently       

upgraded with a Mitchell Overdrive. For those who have       

participated in this process you know it takes time and many 

willing hands to complete the installation. Dee and Al       

provided this series of pictures of their car’s overdrive      

upgrade. A big “Thank You” to Elvin Hightower, Chuck    

Nelson, Ron Wright, Rob Spofford and Glen Clayton who all 

helped Al with the project! 

This car was “just hanging around” in Elvin’s shop 

while the guys did all the work!   

Al, Rob, Chuck & 

Ron prepare to 

pull the old drive 

shaft.  

Al, Chuck, Rob & 

Elvin work to get 

the bolts to let 

go. 

Chuck, Ron, Rob 

& Al finish getting 

the overdrive   

attached. 

With Ron under 

and others    

working on top the 

drive shaft is in 

place. 

RATS! The speedometer 

won’t work, more work to 

do— Another Day! 
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2020 TVMAC Officers     

President: Rob Spofford 

Vice President: Wayne Brossard 

Secretary: Lora Eggan 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts  

Membership: Arlan Potts 

National Rep: Martha Borchers  

Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun 

Lady A’s: Elaine Hightower 

Newsletter: JoAnn Blout  

Deadline for pictures, stories, 
flyers, current events, etc., in 
next month’s Rattlin’ Rag is: 

Monday, July 12, 2021 
 

Please email:  

JoAnn Blout 
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TVMAC June Meeting 

was hosted by Jeff and 

Stephanie Stapleton in their 

shop. They provided pulled 

pork sandwiches and the 

members attending brought 

sides for the delicious meal. 

Jeff and Stephanie, our 

hosts. 

Connie Spofford, Elaine 

Hightower & Joanie        

Calhoun add food to their 

plates. 

TVMAC members    

enjoy visiting with each 

other and eating a 

great meal. 

Gary McNary, Lora 

Eggan, and Fran & 

Ron Carr listen to 

the meeting          

discussion and finish 

their dinners. 

THANK YOU 

Jeff and Stephanie! 

You are great hosts. 

We look forward to 

getting to know you 

better. 

Anyone attending Fast Food   

Friday, a Tour, a Parade, or just 

taking your car out for a drive, 

please take a picture and send it 

to JoAnn Blout. 
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C a l e n d a r  o f  U p  C o m i n g  E v e n t s :  

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

    1 2 FFF 3 Melba 

Parade 

4 4th of 

July 

5 6 7 8 Club 

Meeting 

9 FFF 10 

11 12 Open 

Shop 

13 14 15 16 FFF 17 

18   19 20 21 22 23 FFF 24 

25 26 Open 

Shop 

27 28 29 30 FFF 31 

JULY 2021 Local Events: 
 

 2nd & 4th Monday:  Hightower’s 
Shop Open: 6:00 pm—9:00 pm.  

 Our next meeting is Thursday, 
July 8, 2021 in Elvin and Elaine 
Hightower’s backyard. Bring your 
own meal to eat and visit at 
6:00 pm, meeting to follow at 
7:00 pm. Also bring your chairs. 

 Melba “4th of July Parade” on 
July 3rd @ 10:30 am 

 Fast Food Fridays: 
      July 2—Dairy Queen  
                  11735 W State, Star 
    July 9—Wendy’s 424 12th Ave Rd  
                  Nampa 
      July 16—Arctic Circle   
                 710 E Avalon, Kuna                                         
      July 23 Carl’s Jr. 3004 E State St 
                 Eagle 
      July 30 Main Street Burger 
                  1615 N Main, Meridian 
  

 

FAST FOOD FRIDAYS 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO DRIVE OUR CARS AND VISIT WITH FRIENDS 

MAY 21, 2021 

Fast Food Friday gathering at  

West Side Drive-In (Park Center)  

Fred & Judi Ornellas, Rob & Connie Spofford 
(on the left) drove their Model A’s. 

Lora Eggan & Gary McNary brought Joanie 
Calhoun (on the right) in a modern car. 

 

CENTERVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT  

Annual 4th of July Breakfast (on Saturday, July 3rd) 

Where:  Centerville Fire House / Community Center (115 Grimes Pass Road) 

When: 7:30 am to 11:30 am on July 3rd 

What: All You Can Eat Pancakes, Waffles, Eggs, Bacon, Ham, Coffee, Juice  

Why: Annual Fund Raiser to support Centerville Volunteer Fire Department 

How Much: $8.00 per person, children under 3yr. free 

Check out the great Silent Auction Items with drawings at Noon. 
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GET TO KNOW CLUB MEMBERS: HOWARD AND DARLENE LITTLE 

My Great Uncle Frank purchased the 1929 Model A Ford Truck I now own in 1931 for $50. He used the truck for his    

firewood business in Stevensville, Montana. He delivered to people all over town. He had the business from 1931 to 

1943, when he passed away. My Uncle Henry then used it until 1949 for hunting and fishing. When he quit driving in 

1949, he parked it on the family lot where it stayed until 2005. When my mother had a stroke and moved to an assisted 

living facility, I moved it to a covered storage unit and started looking for someone to restore it. Luckily I met Elvin and 

Glen at Roseberry in 2009 and Elvin told me they could help me restore the truck.  My wife and I joined the Model A Club 

in the spring of 2010 and we brought the truck from Montana to Meridian. We had AAA coverage and they had a tow 

truck put it on a trailer for us. (FREE)  Dave Larson said, when he saw the truck, “the only decent thing on the truck was 

the tires.” He didn’t know Elvin had loaned them to us to roll the truck out of storage. I’m not sure, but I don’t think my  

Uncles had ever changed the oil. 

Elvin, Glen and Norm restored the truck and taught me a lot about Model A’s. They did an outstanding job of restoring it 

and the truck turned out beautifully. To those three men and Norm’s wife Shirley (she did the upholstery) we are         

eternally grateful. THANK YOU! 

Frank (the truck’s name) has given Darlene and I lots of fun meeting new people, making new friends, and many new 

adventures. I try to drive the truck around Meridian once a week and we love the trips the Club goes on. 

My wife and I met through mutual friends in Rupert. We have two sons, Chris who is a Canyon County Deputy and Joe 

an Economics Professor at NAU, seven grandkids and five great grands. We will  celebrate our 50th wedding              

anniversary this year.  I am a retired Agronomist and Darlene retired from the Meridian School District. I was also a   

Trustee for the Meridian Library for 25 years and just retired from this position. I am also an Advanced Master Gardner.  

My wife enjoys decorative painting, sewing, and quilt making. We have driven to Alaska three times and are heading to 

Flagstaff this summer to spend time with our son’s family and spoil our grandsons. 

Frank is enjoying the good life with Club trips, rides around the area, parades and frequent oil changes and lube jobs  

plus new points. 

Howard Little 

“Frank” 

On a Tour with 
our Treasure   

Valley Model A 
Club. 

“Frank” 

All dressed up for a  

Parade. 

Howard and Darlene as 
Grand Marshalls 

 

 

Howard and Darlene 

Dressed for a Parade 
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DON’T MESS WITH SENIORS! 

An older couple went to a restaurant for 
breakfast. The “Senior Special” was 2 
eggs, bacon, hash browns and toast for 
$2.99. 

“Sounds good,” said the wife, “but I don’t 
want the eggs.” 

“Then I’ll have to charge you $3.50,” 
warned the waitress, “because you are  
ordering a la carte.” 

“You mean I must pay more for not taking 
the eggs?” the wife asked incredulously. 

“Yes.” replied the waitress. 

“I’ll take the special.” said the wife. 

“Great.  How do you want your eggs?” 
asked the waitress. 

“I’ll take them raw and in the shell.” the 
wife replied. 

She took the 2 eggs home and made a 
cake. 

DON’T MESS WITH SENIORS.  

WE’VE BEEN AROUND THE BLOCK 

Looks like a Ford Model A? 

Surprise—it is not!  This is actually a GAZ-A, a        

licensed copy of the Ford Model A  mass produced in 

1932 in the Soviet Union!  

In the 1920’s the Soviet Interior Ministry had only    

foreign cars to follow and chase suspects. Such rare 

cars on their city streets made clandestine              

surveillance  useless. That problem was solved when 

Agents started using the GAZ-A. Unfortunately the 

car turned out to be too slow, uncomfortable, and          

unreliable!   (picture and information from Fred Ornellas) 

Celebrate Flag Day 

Monday, June 14th 

HAVE YOU FALLEN FOR A 

SCAM? 

   On June 8th I received an email that  

appeared to be from our president, Rob 

Spofford. It said he was out of town and 

wanted me to get some gift cards for    

Veterans on hospice in behalf of our 

club. It was a little confusing. 

   I did respond saying I did not know 

what he was asking of me and needed 

more details. I have not heard anything 

else from that “Rob Spofford”. 

   I believe this was a Scammer phishing 

for a  victim who would buy gift cards and 

give him access to that money. My best 

guess is the Scammer used  our website 

to gain access to one of our TVMAC 

Newsletters and used the information on 

page 2 to get Rob Spofford’s name as 

our Club President and my email address 

at the bottom of that page. I’ve removed 

my email address from the Newsletter. 

Please find me in the “Members Only” 

section of our website. 

   We must all be on guard 

against Scams! 
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LADY A’s CORNER by JoAnn Blout 

 

WHY ENGLISH IS JUST WEIRD! 

1) The bandage was wound around the wound. 

2) The farm was used to produce produce. 

3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more 

refuse. 

4) We must polish the Polish furniture. 

5) He could lead if he could get the lead out! 

6) The soldier decided to desert his desert in the  

desert. 

7) Since there is no time like the present, he       

decided to present the present. 

8) A bass was painted on the bass drum. 

9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes. 

10)   I did not object to the object. 

GRANDMA DOESN’T CARE 

I got some jam on her new couch, 

But Grandma doesn’t care. 

I lost my tooth bush, dropped a glass, 

My old jeans have a tear. 

I tipped the cat’s bowl on the floor,  

my feet are always bare, 

The way I look is a disgrace, 

But Grandma doesn’t care. 

She’s very busy, then she sees 

The tangles in my hair. 

She gets a brush, I make a fuss, 

But Grandma doesn’t care. 

When I am grown and on my own, 

When visits become rare,  

I won’t forget the love I’d get. 

When Grandma didn’t care. 

Author unknown 

INVENTIONS BY WOMEN: 

#1  THE CAR HEATER 

We all owe our thanks to 

Margaret A Wilcox who 

invented the car heater 

in 1893!!! 

(She also invented a 

combined clothes and 

dishwasher.) 

The Lady “A’s” wish 
all fathers a very  

Happy Father’s Day! 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

