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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 

We had our annual Treasure Valley Model A Club Christmas 

Dinner Party on December 5. It was a wonderful evening! Over 

70 club members and their families were in attendance and 

many participated in the gift exchange and Toys for Tots drive. 

Dinner was delicious and plentiful. It was a buffet style meal of 

both turkey and ham with all the fixings. Seconds were         

encouraged, so if anyone left hungry it was their own fault. 

We enjoyed visiting with friends prior to eating dinner. The 

evening activities were well planned and the room easily      

accommodated our large group.  

Thank you party planning committee! 
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2024 TVMAC Officers     

President: Chuck Nelson 

Vice President: Rob Spofford 

Secretary: Lora Eggan 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts  

Membership: Arlan Potts 

National Rep: Jim Borchers  

Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun 

Lady A’s: Stephanie Stapleton 

Newsletter: JoAnn Blout  

Deadline for pictures, stories, flyers, 
current events, etc.in next month’s 

The Rattlin’ Rag is: 
Monday, January 13, 2025 

Please email to 
JoAnn Blout 

 

ANNUAL DUES: 

It is now time to pay our annual TVMAC dues. 

Dues are $20 per year for a single member or a family. 

Pay your dues to Arlan Potts. He takes cash or checks. 

Arlan will accept your money at our meetings or by mail. 

His address is:  

10921 W Montana Ave 

Boise, Idaho 83713-5048 

Christmas Dinner Pictures 
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JANUARY 2025 Local Events: 
Mechanics Garage: 
Hightower’s Garage: Elvin is home and 
his shop is open. Call him to make an 
appointment and tell him your needs. 
   
Next Club Meeting: 
 
January Club Meeting: 
January 9, 2025 at Idaho Pizza 
Company, 7444 W Fairview Ave (near 
intersection of Fairview Ave and Cole 
Rd) Gather to eat at 6:00 p.m. with 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Save the Dates: 
 
December 14, 2024, Train Display 
Tour. Meet at Hightower’s at 2:00 pm 
 
June 2025, Oregon Trail Tour will 
include a stop at the winery near 
Mountain Home. 
 
September 21-26, 2026  
NATIONAL CONVENTION in 
Pendleton, Oregon. Our Club will  
support the Blue Mountain A’s in 
Pendleton as they put on this National 
Convention. We offered to run the 
Car Games. 
       
More tours for 2025 are in the 
planning stage. Stay tuned for 
details as they become available. 
  

TRAIN DISPLAY TOUR 

December 14 

There is a gentlemen out in the Kuna area who has a very large 

shop where he sets up many model train displays for the public to 

come and enjoy. We will be going on a day where he offers tours 

of his trains to anyone who wants to visit him. 

Meet at Hightower’s at 2:00 P.M. to caravan to the shop where 

the model Trains are on display. There is no charge to see the 

trains but they request non-perishable food items as a donation to 

their local food pantry.  

Join us for a fun drive and tour of the model trains! 

MORE CHRISTMAS DINNER PICTURES 
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REVIEW OF 2024 ACTIVITIES AND TOURS 

During the Christmas Dinner and Party our club president, Chuck Nelson, gave a great    

review of the tours and activities available to us in during this year. Here is what he told us: 

In March Ron and Fran Carr hosted the annual Emmett Tour. 

In April Chuck and Marilyn Nelson  hosted a tour from Nampa to Walters Ferry. 

We participated in the 29th annual Melba Fun Run that benefits the Melba Senior Center in 

early May. After a delicious lunch Jim Borchers acted as auctioneer as we raised more 

funds for the Senior Center. This event raised $4,000 for the Center. 

In June Rob Blout organized the first annual Oregon Trail Tour that started at Bonneville 

Point and ended in Mountain Home. Jerry Eichhorst was our educator. 

The 4th of July had many club members participating in parades in Melba, Idaho City,   

Parma, Eagle, and Boise. Our cars always bring lots of attention! 

In July Bob Mather celebrated his 80th birthday by hosting the 4 Banger 400 that started in 

McCall, spent the night in Stanley and returned to McCall. 

Labor Day Weekend found many of us in New Meadows and McCall for the annual       

Antique Car Tour. We drove to Roseberry for their annual BBQ and Ice Cream Social. We 

also participated in New Meadows Days Parade and Car Show. 

Also in September Shawn Adamson and Jeff Stapleton organized the Cassino Royale Tour 

which raise money for our Christmas Party Fund. 

Mid September found us celebrating “Constitution Day” in Eagle organized by Craig 

McClintock. We were located beside their Farmer’s Market and had lots of foot traffic 

through our educational displays. 

In late September Marilyn Nelson took us on a tour to the Kindred Winery for Pizza and 

Wine Tasting. 

December was a month filled with Christmas Parades and activities that we have fun           

participating in. Some joined the parade in Boise and others went to the Weiser parade. We 

participated in Christmas in Color “drive through” event followed by dinner at a Mexican  

restaurant. Lastly we toured a huge display of model trains. 

Additionally, all summer Connie Spofford had us going to weekly Fast Food Friday        

eateries, we had BBQ pot lucks at Settler’s Park and Hightower’s back yard, and we went 

to the Car Show at Garden Plaza of Valley View retirement community  

Sounds like we had a fun filled year! Thanks to all who organized these activities. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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CHRISTMAS IN COLORS 

The evening of December 7 saw 10 antique cars and 6 

modern cars gather with about 50 people to enjoy 

driving through the  Christmas in Color event. With 

music playing on the FM station that coordinated with 

the light display, our cars followed each other through 

the lights for almost 30 minutes. 

After the Christmas lights we went to a Mexican       

restaurant for dinner. 

A good time was had by all. Thank you Shawn and 

Kristin Adamson for organizing the event and herding 

us through it! 
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PAGE 6 

TIPS FOR DRIVING IN THE SNOW 

     INSTALL WINTER TIRES ON YOU CAR, 

     DRIVE SOUTH UNTIL YOU SEE PALM TREES, 

     APPLY YOUR BRAKES & SUNSCREEN. 

      

A Beautiful Christmas Shopping Story 

Frank and Dianne were in a shopping center just before 

Christmas. Dianne suddenly realized that Frank was 

missing, and since they still had several gifts to buy, she 

called him on his cell phone. 

“Frank, where are you? You know we have lots to do.” 

Frank said, “Do you remember the jewelry store we went 

to about 10 years ago, and you fell in love with a         

diamond necklace? I couldn’t afford it at the time, and I 

said that one day I would get it for you?”  

Tears welled up in Dianne’s eyes, and she whispered, 

“Yes, I remember that store.” 

“Well,” answered Frank, “I’m in Hooters next to that 

store,” 

 

Dear Mother Nature, 

Having received my free 

sample of winter I would 

like to cancel the             

remainder of my          

subscription. 

          Thank you 

MERRY CHRISTMAS . . . HERE’S YOUR ORANGE! 

No Joke. An orange was a pretty common Christmas gift during the Great Depression, according to the 

folks who lived through it. 

And for those who may darkly mutter about Depression déjà vu, in light of the current economy, the kids 

of the 1930’s say that when it comes to the holidays, we aren’t even close . . . Yet. 

They were the children who waited for Santa during an era that started with the stock market crash on 

“Black Tuesday” on October 29, 1929. 

Richard Grondin, 85, of Medina, grew up on an 80 acre Michigan farm during the Depression, and         

remembered getting an orange—along with a banana, nuts and candy—in his Christmas stocking. 

“An orange was a big thing because you couldn’t afford one during the year,” he said. 

In those days, most everything was homemade or homegrown, including Christmas gifts, according to 

Grondin. But he still fondly recalled the rare exception when he received a little red wagon and his first 

“store bought” lunch bucket, which was quite the novelty at his one-room schoolhouse.                    

(Found in Wheeling the A, newsletter in Wisconsin A’s) 
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MORE CHRISTMAS IN COLOR PICTURES 

Craig and Lynn McClintock decorated their 

sedan and participated in the Weiser Christmas 

Parade on December 6. (left) 

The Borchers family participated in the Boise 

Christmas parade. I am sure others in the club 

also participated in local Christmas parades. 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 West Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

