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TREASURE VALLEY MODEL A CLUB MEMBERS CELEBRATE THE 4TH OF JULY 

BOISE PARADE 

Jim and Martha drove in 

the Boise parade with their 

grandchildren, Jane and 

Brigham. During  Channel 

2’s broadcast they were 

featured on television. 

They all had a great time! 

MELBA PARADE 

Marilyn and Chuck report 

Olivia (their granddaughter), 

Elvin with his son-in-law 

Tom driving, and two  other 

Model A’s  participated in 

the Melba parade. Rocky         

generously donated candy to 

throw to kids when he was 

not able to be in the parade. 
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2024 TVMAC Officers     

President: Chuck Nelson 

Vice President: Rob Spofford 

Secretary: Lora Eggan 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts  

Membership: Arlan Potts 

National Rep: Jim Borchers  

Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun 

Lady A’s: Stephanie Stapleton 

Newsletter: JoAnn Blout  

Deadline for pictures, stories, flyers, 
current events, etc.in next month’s 

The Rattlin’ Rag is: 
Monday,  

August 12, 2024 
Please email to 

JoAnn Blout 

4th of July Parades continued 

Rob Harris continues to   

enter “Lizzy” in parades and 

activities at every             

opportunity. This picture 

was taken July 4th in      

Cascade’s parade. He also 

recently also entered a      

parade in Parma. 

Idaho City’s 4th of July Parade Pictures 

Nine Model A’s and 

Model T’s joined  the 

Idaho City 4th of July 

Parade. After the    

parade many folks 

gathered in the park 

to eat and listen to the 

reading of the          

Declaration of         

Independence 
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4 BANGER 400 

July 22-23, 2024 beginning in McCall, leaving at 9:00 a.m., 

tour to Stanley (overnight) and end back in McCall. Bob 

Mather has more details for those interested. 

Bob’s 80th Birthday will be celebrated during the “4 Banger 

400” and he especially invites anyone else turning 80 to 

join him!  

 

3rd ANNUAL GARDEN PLAZA OF VALLEY VIEW 

CLASSIC CAR SHOW 

Sunday, September 8 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free 

BBQ and entertainment, raffle prizes for car entries only. 

Call Sherrie to reserve your spot (208) 327-1025. 

 

CASINO ROYALE TOUR 

Jeff and Shaun are working to organize this tour. They will 

decide on a route and choose a date, probably in         

September. Watch for more information from these two. If 

they are the planners you know it will be fun! 

Local Events: 
Mechanics Garage: 
Hightower’s Garage: Elvin is still 
recovering from surgery.  
   
Next Club Meeting   
August 8, 2024 at Hightower’s Back 
Yard.  Burgers and Dog provided, 
please bring a Pot Luck Side. Bring 
your own lawn chairs.  If you have a 
pop-up shade apparatus please bring it 
to create more shade. Dinner at 6:00 
p.m., Meeting at 7:00.  
If the weather gets too hot we may 
change the venue or cancel the 
meeting again. Watch for updates.  
 
FAST FOOD FRIDAYS: 
 
July 19, Bruchi’s, 1793 W Chindon 
Blvd, #100, Meridian 
July 26, Main Street Burger, 1615 N 
Main St, Meridian 
August 2, Arby’s, 989 N Milwaukee 
Street, Boise 
August 9, Dairy Queen, 4849 N 
Meridian Road, Meridian 
August 16, Arctic Circle, 3108 
Cleveland Blvd, Caldwell 
August 23, Fanci Freez, 1750 W 
Milwaukee Road, #100, Meridian 
August 30, The Chicken Shanty,   
3110 W Quintale Drive, Meridian 
 
SaveThe Dates: 
 
July 22-23 - 4 Banger 400 to 
celebrate Bob Mather’s 80th Birthday 
with an overnight stay in Stanley.  
 
September Tour, 2024  - Casino 
Royale Tour  -  watch for more 
information 
 
September 8  - Classic Car Show at 
Garden Plaza of Valley View 
 
September 8-13 - Redmond, Oregon 
Hub Tour.  
 
September 21-26, 2026  
NATIONAL CONVENTION in 
Pendleton, Oregon. Our Club will  
support the Blue Mountain A’s in 
Pendleton as they put on this National 
Convention. We may be asked to take 
over the Car Games. 
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MODEL T AND MODEL A CLUB MEMBERS ENJOYED AN ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

On June 30 a small group of Model A and Model T 

club members with their children and grandchildren 

met at Settlers Park to eat hot dogs with all the    

fixings, side dishes and homemade ice cream. The 

shelter they used was near the splash pad, so the 

kids were all entertained  - and wet! A good source 

(Judi) tells me the ice cream was delicious and 

helped cool folks down since day was really hot.  

Thank you to the Model T Club for hosting this fun 

event! 

PREPARING FOR THE BIG PARADE 

HISTORY OF THE 4TH OF JULY 

While it’s only been a paid federal holiday since 1938, 

the 4th of July has been celebrated by Americans 

stretching back to that first momentous day in 1776. 

Today the 4th of July conjures up visions of parades, 

cookouts, waving flags, and brilliantly colored           

fireworks. The first reading of the Declaration of       

Independence was greeted by parades, bonfires and  

firing of muskets. One year later the first organized      

celebrations took place in Philadelphia and Boston with 

cannons firing, bells ringing and grand exhibitions of 

fireworks. Similar to today’s celebrations. 

Both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson (no love lost 

between them) died exactly 50 years after that first 4th 

of July in 1776. Five years later another Founding    

Father and US President, James Monroe, also died on 

the 4th of July.  Interesting facts. 
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SAD NEWS FROM MINNESOTA 

The Pillsbury doughboy died yesterday of a yeast   
infection and trauma complications from repeated 
pokes in the belly. He was 75. 

Doughboy was buried in a lightly greased coffin. 

Dozens of celebrities turned out to pay their         
respects, including Mrs. Butterworth, Hungry Jack, 
Betty Crocker, the Hostess Twinkies, and Captain 
Crunch. The Grave site was piled high with many 
flours. 

Aunt Jemima delivered the eulogy and lovingly        
described Doughboy as a man who never knew how 
much he was kneaded. 

Born and bread in Minnesota, Doughboy rose quickly 
in show business, but his later life was filled with 

turnovers. He was not considered a very smart cookie, wasting much of his dough on     
half-baked schemes. Despite being a little flaky at times, he still was a crusty old man and 
was considered a positive roll model for millions. 

Doughboy is survived by his wife Play Dough, three children, John Dough, Jane Dough and 
Dosey Dough, plus they had one in the oven. He is also survived by his elderly father, Pop 
Tart. 

The funeral was held at 3:50 for about 20 minutes. 

If you smiled while reading this, please rise to the occasion and pass it on to someone   
having a crumby day and kneading a lift. 

Found in the Harbor Light, 

Newsletter of Harbor Area A’s 

DEEP THOUGHTS FOR THOSE WHO TAKE LIFE TOO SERIOUSLY 

1) Okay … we know the speed of light, so what’s the speed of dark? 

2) When everything is coming your way, you’re in the wrong lane! 

3) Everyone has a photographic memory. Some just don’t have film. 

4) How much deeper would the ocean be without sponges? 

5) Eagles may soar, but weasels don’t get sucked into jet engines. 

6) Heavy Foot, Light Head, Bad Curve, Stone Dead! 

7) Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about age and start 
bragging about it. 

8) You know you’re getting older when you start to notice little gray hairs 
in your children’s hair! 
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WHAT THE HECK IS A BABBITT? 

Babbitt!!! What a fun word to way! But do you know what it actually means and how it relates to your 

Model A? A Babbitt bearing is also known as a sleeve bearing. A bearing is a machine part in which       

another part turns or slides. 

The word Babbitt comes from the name of the person who first developed this system of metal alloys in 

1839, Isaac Babbitt. The actual Babbitt is the metal alloy (mix) that lines the inside of pieces that hold   

certain rotating parts in the Model A, such as the crankshaft. 

The Babbitt metal used in Model A bearings is tin-based, with copper and antimony mixed in. The tin     

provides the sliding effect, in combination with the oil lubricating the parts. 

Tiny amounts of the tin wear away through use, and is washed away by the oil. This is why you’ll hear 

things like, “the Babbitt is shot, time for a rebuild!”  The soft tin has worn away making the lining bigger 

and looser which causes problems keeping the parts aligned.  

To replace this material, the old soft metal lining (the Babbitt) must be melted out, and new Babbitt metal 

melted with a metal forge and poured in place. 

This process is hot and dirty and has multiple steps to get it right. There are several videos on YouTube 

showing the process: 

https://youtu.be/IBLOY3yQ71 

https://youtu.be/2lgk8NRl9mE 

 

-from A-World, 2nd Quarter 2022 

Earlier today I saw a 

bumper sticker that said, 

“I’m a veterinarian, 

therefor I can drive like 

an animal.” Suddenly I 

realized how many   

proctologists are on the 

roads... 

Did you know that …? 

1) the world’s largest popcorn ball was created in 1996 by 35       

volunteers who worked 10 hours to create it? It was heavier than 

a Volkswagen Beetle, weighing in at 2,225 pounds. 

2) the Mercedes gets its name from a wealthy Austrian who had 

asked the Daimler Corporation to design him a fancy racing car? 

When it arrived, he named it after his daughter, Mercedes. 

3) many people think the game of football originated in America, 

where it attracts audiences of millions? However, a game similar 

to football, called Tsu-chin, was played in China between the 3rd 

and 4th century B.C. 

How come there is 

enough asphalt for 

speed bumps 

But not enough to fill 

pot holes? 
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SITUATIONAL AWARENESS CLASS\ 

July 10, 2024 thirteen of our Lady A’s and a couple of      

gentlemen participated in a class designed to make us more 

safe as we live our lives. Mike Angel, the instructor, talked 

about self defense, how to be safe in our homes, and stressed 

the importance of being aware of our surroundings at all 

times.  For some it was new information and for others it was 

a good reminder of things we already knew.  

Mike also teaches a Concealed Carry class and an Enhanced 

Concealed Carry class. Several participants expressed interest 

in taking those classes in the future. Stephanie will check into 

that opportunity for us. 

A Woman’s Random Thoughts 

One of life’s mysteries is how a two pound box of candy can make 

a woman gain five pounds. 

A friend of mine confused her valium with her birth control pills. 

She has 14 kids but she doesn’t really care. 

Household tips: 

1) Run your hands under cold water before pressing Rice Krispie 

Treats into the pan and the marshmallows won’t stick to your 

hands. 

2) Spray Tupperware or other plastic containers with non-stick 

cooking spray before putting tomato based food into them and 

there won’t be any stains. 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 West Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

