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QUILTS OF VALOR HONORS FOUR VETERANS 

Quilts of Valor Foundation representative, Connie Emmen, came to our June monthly meeting to present 

quilts to four club members. Ron Carr, Arvin Spofford, Rob Spofford and Tom Fass each received a 

beautiful quilt to honor their service in the armed services. These red white and blue quilts with  patriotic 

themes were presented during a very dignified ceremony where Connie wrapped each veteran in their 

quilt. She encouraged the men to use the quilts, not fold them up and put them away. She told us that the 

quilts were created by quilters from the Treasure Valley. Each quilter is a volunteer who acquires all the 

materials, designs the quilt, and does all the sewing to finish the beautiful quilt. The ceremony was      

patriotic and brought tears to the eyes several members of the audience.  

Ron Carr: Served from1953-1962 in the U.S. Navy in the Submarine division. At the time of his  

discharge his rank was 2nd Petty Officer. He was 100% Submarine qualified and earned his Dolphins. 

Arvin Spofford: Served from 1949-1992 Active Duty in the National Guard. At the time of his discharge 

his rank was Lieutenant Colonel. He served in Company and Battalion positions, including Squadron 

(Battalion) Commander. He retired as Mobilization Officer for the Idaho Army Military Department. 

Rob Spofford: Served from 1969-2007 in the U.S. Army. At the time of his discharge his rank was    

Colonel. He received a Bronze Star and a Legion of Merit.  

Tom Fass: Served in the U.S. Army from 1984-2005. At the time of his discharge his rank was Lieutenant 

Colonel. He received his Airborne Ranger Tab, Sapper Tab, 2 Army Achievement medals, 2 Army   

Commendation Medals, Air Force Commendation Medal., 4 Meritorious Service Medals, Legion of Merit 

Medal, and U.S. Army Engineers De Feury Medal. 

Thank you Veterans for your service to our country 

and to each of us. Enjoy your beautiful quilts. 

 

Pictured left to right: Tom Fass, Ron Carr, Arvin 

Spofford, and Rob Spofford. 

 

 

Pictures for this article from Marilyn Nelson and 

Lora Eggan. 



P A G E  2  T H E  R A T T L I N ’  R A G  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Quilts of Valor Presentations 1 

Index /  TVMAC Officers /  Quilts 
of Valor Pictures 

2 

Calendar / Activities /  Upcoming 
Tours Information 

3 

Oregon Trail Tour 4 

Oregon Trail Tour 5 

Jim’s Tech Tips / Happy Father’s 
Day 

 

6 

Lady A’s /  Gun Safety Class / Fast 
Food Friday Pictures 

7 

Membership 8 

2024 TVMAC Officers     

President: Chuck Nelson 

Vice President: Rob Spofford 

Secretary: Lora Eggan 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts  

Membership: Arlan Potts 

National Rep: Jim Borchers  

Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun 

Lady A’s: Stephanie Stapleton 

Newsletter: JoAnn Blout  

Deadline for pictures, stories, flyers, 
current events, etc.in next month’s 

The Rattlin’ Rag is: 
Monday,  

July 15, 2024 
Please email to 

JoAnn Blout 

Connie prepares to 

wrap Ron in his 

quilt. 

Arvin gets 

wrapped in his 

quilt. 
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 JULY 2024 

4TH OF JULY PARADES 

All TVMAC members are invited to participate in Idaho 

City’s annual 4th of July parade. Rob and JoAnn Blout are 

the hosts. Meet at Idaho City High School parking lot by 

11:00 am to get in line and decorate your cars. The parade 

begins at noon, goes down Main Street then back up    

Montgomery Street to the High School. Throwing candy to 

the kids is encouraged. After the parade join us in the park 

behind the Museum off Montgomery Street. There will be 

hot dogs, drinks, and beer available for sale. Folks from 

the crowd will be organized to read The Declaration of   

Independence, which is a great reminder of why we       

celebrate the 4th of July! 

 

Many other communities also have 4th of July parades and 

you are encouraged to drive your Model A’s and            

participate. Choose one and enjoy celebrating patriotically! 

 

4 BANGER 400 

July 22-23, 2024 beginning in McCall, leaving at 9:00 a.m., 

tour to Stanley (overnight) and end back in McCall. Bob 

Mather has more details for those interested. 

Bob’s 80th Birthday will be celebrated during the “4 Banger 

400” and he especially invites anyone else turning 80 to 

join him!  

Local Events: 
Mechanics Garage: 
Hightower’s Garage: Elvin is still 
recovering from surgery.  
   
Next Club Meeting  - NEW PLACE 
July 11, 2024 at Hightower’s Back 
Yard.  Dinner at 6:00 p.m., Meeting at 
7:00. Bring Lawn Chair. 
 
FAST FOOD FRIDAYS: 
 
June 21, Sonic, 4936 N Linder Rd, 
Meridian 
June 28, Dairy Queen, 11735 W 
State St, Star 
July 5, Freddy’s, 5009 Cleveland 
Blvd, Caldwell 
July 12, Arctic Circle, 710 E Avalon 
Street, Kuna 
July 19, Bruchi’s, 1793 W Chindon 
Blvd, #100, Meridian 
July 26, Main Street Burger, 1615 N 
Main St, Meridian 
 
SaveThe Dates: 
 
June 30  - Settlers Park in Meridian, 
Pot Luck with Hot Dogs provided. 
 
July 4th  - Idaho City Parade at 
noon, meet at the high school parking 
lot at 11:00. 

OR 
Participate with your local parades on 
the dates they designate. 
 
July 13  - Eagle Fun Days, several 
Model A’s and T’s will chauffer the 
dignitaries 
 
July 22-23 - 4 Banger 400 to 
celebrate Bob Mather’s 80th Birthday 
with an overnight stay in Stanley.  
 
August Tour, 2024  - Casino Royale 
 
September 8-13 - Redmond, Oregon 
Hub Tour.  
 
September 21-26, 2026  
NATIONAL CONVENTION in 
Pendleton, Oregon. Our Club will  
support the Blue Mountain A’s in 
Pendleton as they put on this National 
Convention. We may be asked to take 
over the Car Games. 
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FIRST ANNUAL OREGON TRAIL TOUR 

June 1 thirteen Model A’s and a Model T with five modern vehicles gathered at Bonneville Point 

to begin a tour of a portion of the Oregon Trail. Our guide was “Wagon Master” Jerry Eichorst,    

President of the Idaho Chapter of the Oregon-California Trails Association. Jerry proved to be a 

very knowledgeable and entertaining guide. He had great stories to tell the group. Jerry is       

pictured below.  

Our group included folks from the Boise, Meridian, Nampa, Caldwell area, Emmett, Cascade, 

Middleton, Centerville and Hagerman. We also had six grandchildren riding with their          

grandparents. It was wonderful to have that many youth on the tour. 

Our tour included seeing lots of cows and many of their 

calves, driving over cattle guards, and dust. Lots of dust! 

The cars wisely spread out so the dust settled a little    

between them. 

After we left Bonneville Point we drove to Mayfield. One 

of the buildings still standing (but in great disrepair) was 

the community center where they held dances into the 

1960’s. Jerry told us there are plans to tear it down and 

rebuild a community, including 2,000 houses. That will 

sure change the landscape!  
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OREGON TRAIL TOUR CONTINUED 

Our tour continued on to a stop at the   

Boise Stage Stop to get gas, snacks and 

use the restrooms. When we got ready to 

head out again Shawn’s car would not 

start, but we had plenty of guys to assess 

the situation and after a few minutes we 

had him on his way. Don’t you hate it 

when driving over dirt roads shakes a wire 

loose? 
Next stop 

was Canyon 

Creek stage 

stop. The  

area is being 

restored. 

This stop 

provided  

water year 

round for the 

wagon 

trains. 
Our last stop was in a nice 

park in Mountain home for 

our picnic lunch. We ate,  

visited and were serenaded 

by Hal on his guitar. After 

lunch we headed back to 

Bonneville Point to load cars 

on trailers and prepare to 

drive back to Boise. Most 

folks who participated really 

enjoyed the tour and having 

Jerry as our tour guide.  

Pictures provided 

by Susan, Lora, 

Judi and Rob. 

Narrative by       

JoAnn. 
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JIM’S TECH TIPS 

Make and Carry a Temporary Gas Gauge 

Every now and then you will run across and car or truck with an inoperable gas gauge. For      

example, the float sinks. Youi don’t want to drive around not knowing how much fuel you have in 

the tank. 

Here are some basic instructions that you can use to make a temporary gas gauge, to use until 

the gauge is repaired. It’s not a bad idea to carry it with you to use on your car or to help     

someone traveling with you. 

Take a simple paint stirring stick, like they give away at a paint store, and measure up from the 

end to mark a place indicating a Full Tank. From there, you can use a ruler to estimate the 1/2, 

1/4 and 3/4 levels. Score a line in the wood at these 4 places, and then darken each line with a 

black permanent marker. 

The gas tank changed design between 1928-29 and 1930-31. The ‘28-29 tank holds about 10 

gallons. The larger ‘30-31 tank holds about 11 gallons. That means the distance to Full is slightly 

different between the two tanks. 

I score and mark the paint stirrer with the ‘28-29 height to Full of 7 1/4”, and then mark off the 

quarters from there. Then I do the same on the other side of the stick using the ‘30-31 height to 

Full at 8 1/2”. Label each side. Now you have a stick that can be used on any year Model A. 

 

To use it, remove the gas cap (and screen in the filler neck, if the car has one) and just dip the 

stick straight down until you touch the bottom of the gas tank. Now lift it out and see where the 

wet gas level is on the stick. It will be approximate, but close enough to drive with some          

confidence knowing you will have enough fuel.  

I hope you never get caught with an inoperable gas gauge, but if you do, now you can be       

prepared with this temporary stick gauge. 

 

Have a Model A Day! 

Jim Cannon 

“The older I get, the smarter my     
father seems to get.”  —Tim Russert 

 

“A father carries pictures where his 
money used to be.”  —Steve Martin 

 

Common sense is not a gift. It’s a   
punishment because you have to deal 
with everyone who doesn’t have it. 
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Stephanie Stapleton and Lew Shaver worked together 

to  create a Self Defense Class with the emphasis on 

Fire Arms Safety for our Lady A’s. It will be held on July 

10, 2024 at 10 a.m. and will last 2 hours. The cost is 

$20 (if we can get at least 15 Ladies to attend), and will 

be held in the gun shop’s classroom. This class will not 

qualify for a concealed carry permit. It is a good basic 

gun safety class without actually shooting a gun. 

SOME RECENT FAST FOOD FRIDAY PICTURES 

Westside 

Drive in  

May 30. 

Have you 

tried their 

Ice Cream     

Potato? 

Arby’s in Nampa 

June 6 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 West Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

