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THANKSGIVING MESSAGES 2024 

As the Thanksgiving  season approaches and it is getting close to the 

end of my term as the TVMAC president, JoAnn asked me to write a 

few words for the club newsletter. 

   The Treasure Valley Model A Club was formed in 1967 by 8     

couples with only a few cars. In the last 57 years, the club has grown 

to well over 100 members. Marilyn and I have been members for 

more than 25 years and it has been a great place to make new friends, 

learn about this interesting hobby, and go on many fun Model A    

adventures. 

   I am very thankful for the many volunteers that work hard to make 

this a fun and enjoyable club. From the officers and committee   

members, tour guides and mechanics, to the party planners and snack 

bringers, all of the volunteers are appreciated. 

   I am thankful for the way that the club members help and support each other. When a member has a      

problem with their car, there is always help offered. A visit to Elvin’s shop will frequently find a committee 

of helpers, wrenches in hand, willing to do what they can. If someone needs a “hard to find part”, chances 

are someone will have one to offer. I am thankful to the Hightower’s for lending their shop, tools and      

expertise. 

   I am thankful for the steady participation of the club members, as strong participation is what makes a 

club grow and endure over time.  We have good participation at monthly club meetings, service projects, 

tours, and work parties.  People are usually willing to step up and help when asked. 

   I am thankful that we continue to attract new members to the club.  It is satisfying to share our knowledge 

with them and help them when needed. 

   I am thankful for the opportunity to get to know all of the people in the Model A Club.  I am thankful to 

call them my friends.  

   It is my hope that everyone has a healthy and wonderful holiday. With appreciation, Chuck Nelson 

WHAT ARE OUR CLUB MEMBERS THANKFUL FOR? 

At our November meeting I asked members to write down things they are 

thankful for this year. As expected there were many duplications, but that 

makes the responses more powerful.  

Most of us are thankful for Family and Friends. Others are listed on the 

next page. Enjoy. 
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Deadline for pictures, stories, flyers, 
current events, etc.in next month’s 

The Rattlin’ Rag is: 
Monday, December 9, 2024 

Please email to 
JoAnn Blout 

 

MICE ATTACKING YOUR STORED MODEL “A”? 

    By Lonnie Backus  

          Billings, Montana, Scioto A’s 

Over time, enthusiasts have come up with a variety 

of ways of keeping rodents out of their street      

machines while in storage. Some use dryer sheets 

while other us soap. However, I haven’t had the 

best luck with either of those methods. To ensure I 

don’t’ flat spot my tires, I always put my car on jack 

stands. Mice and rodents can climb jack stands, so 

to prevent that I place a small drip pan under each 

jack and fill it with about an inch of oil. Mice and 

other rodents either don’t want to try or can’t walk 

through oil, so my street machines remain rodent 

free while in storage. I’ve  also used anti-freeze   

instead of oil, but it isn’t safe for pets. That’s why I 

switched to oil. 

WHAT WE ARE THANKFUL FOR 

Many of us are thankful for our health. We are also thankful 

for living in this country and the freedoms we enjoy. We are 

also thankful for our Model A Club: friendships, support as 

we keep our cars running and road worthy, mentors, and a    

community of kind and like minded people to learn from 

and laugh with. Several mentioned their thankfulness for 

God and their faith. One member summed it up by calling it    

“being thankful for the 3 F’s: Friends, Family, and        

Freedom. With these 3 things our lives are so full. With 

even one of them gone our lives become incomplete.” I 

would like to add one more F  - Faith. “Sooo, 3 cheers for 

the 3 F’s” plus one.! 

Thank you for everyone’s willingness to share their        

comments. Our club is wonderful!       JoAnn, Editor 

ANNUAL DUES: 

It is now time to pay our annual TVMAC dues. 

Dues are $20 per year for a single member or a family. 

Pay your dues to Arlan Potts. He takes cash or checks. 

Arlan will accept your money at our meetings or by mail. 

His address is:  

10921 W Montana Ave 

Boise, Idaho 83713-5048 
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DECEMBER 2024 Local Events: 
Mechanics Garage: 
Hightower’s Garage: Elvin is home and 
his shop is open. Call him to make an 
appointment and tell him your needs. 
   
Next Club Meeting: 
 
December 5, Christmas Party  
Holiday Inn in Nampa, More 
information on this page of the 
Newsletter. Payment for dinner was 
due 11/14. 
 
Save The Dates: 
 
January Club Meeting: 
January 9, 2025 at Idaho Pizza 
Company, 7444 W Fairview Ave (near 
intersection of Fairview Ave and Cole 
Rd 
 
June 2025, Oregon Trail Tour will 
include a stop at the winery near 
Mountain Home. 
 
September 21-26, 2026  
NATIONAL CONVENTION in 
Pendleton, Oregon. Our Club will  
support the Blue Mountain A’s in 
Pendleton as they put on this National 
Convention. We offered to run the 
Car Games. 
       

TVMAC CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Join us Thursday, December 5 at Holiday Inn, 

16245 W. Merchant Way, Nampa, Idaho. This is 

near Costco at the I-84 Karcher interchange.  

Begin gathering at 5:30 P.M. for socializing and  

No-Host Bar. Dinner will be served at 7:00 P.M. 

If you wish to participate in the gift exchange, 

bring a gift for a man if you are a man or a  

woman if you are a woman. No more than $10 

gifts please.  

We will gather new unwrapped toys for Toys for 

Tots, if you wish to participate.  BOISE CHRISTMAS PARADE 

Jim Borchers has reserved a spot for 

our Model A Cars in the Boise    

Christmas Parade on December 7.  

Line up time is 9:15 A.M.  Contact Jim 

for more details.  

TRAIN DISPLAY TOUR 

December 14 

Meet at Hightower’s at 2:00 P.M. to 

caravan to the shop where the model 

Trains are on display. No charge to 

see the trains but they request non-

perishable food items for donation to 

the food pantry. 

CHRISTMAS IN COLOR 

Shawn and Kristen Adamson invite us to attend the fourth  an-

nual Christmas Light Show Tour on December 7 at 6:00 P.M. 

This year the location is at Roaring Springs in Meridian. Meet 

at Lowe’s parking lot off Overland beginning at 4:30 P.M. 

Shawn and Kristen will provide hot cocoa (bring your own cup 

with lid). Restrooms available in Lowe’s.  

Purchase your tickets ahead of the date for the 6:00 P.M. show. 

Bring your own FM radio that gets local stations to hear the 

music as you drive through the light displays. Dress warmly. 

Bring portable heaters if desired. Modern cars are welcome.  

After the show meet for dinner at El Gallo Giro. Let Shawn 

know ahead so the restaurant can accommodate our group. 

Refer to the email Judi sent out for directions for purchasing 

the tickets and many other details. 
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MEET SHAWN & KRISTEN ADAMSON 

Every journey with an old car is an adventure, 

and Annabelle, my Model A, has undoubtedly 

been one from the start. Before Annabelle I had a   

model TT named Jezebel, but she couldn’t keep 

up with the other cars in the club  - I couldn’t “play 

in all the reindeer games”. To that point, owning 

an old car had been more struggle than fun, but I 

decided to change that. I needed something less 

fickle, and, more importantly, faster. My vision 

was clear: a four-door Model A with overdrive, 

something I could take family and friends out in to 

share the joys of a classic car. 

My search began two years ago. I spent days 

scrolling through Facebook until I found her  - a 

four-door Model A in California, looking decent in 

photos and sounding okay over the phone. By 

October 2022 I was on my way to California with 

my son, Logan, ready to bring Annabelle home. 

The previous owner rented her out to movie     

studios, claiming she’d even appeared in the new 

“Perry Mason” series. When we arrived, to my  

untrained eyes and ears, she seemed fine, and I 

had driven all that way, so I bought her, named 

her Annabelle, and loaded her up to take her 

home. But the honeymoon was short-lived. When 

I drained the transmission oil, out came … a gear 

tooth. “Well Poop”, I thought  - so much for my 

plans of driving and enjoying her right away. 

This spider 

would have 

been the end of 

the project for 

me,                     

I hate spiders! 

JoAnn Blout,    

Editor 

Things got interesting fast, Early on, during 

one of my first crawls under the car, a black 

widow spider decided to hitch a ride up my 

arm  - a less-than-welcome surprise. As I 

soon discovered, that wasn’t the only black 

widow lurking in Annabelle’s depths. With 

some help I kept pushing through each 

challenge. Ron Carr stepped in with a     

replacement transmission, and by           

November, Annabelle was back in action  -- 

sort of.   (continued on page 5) 
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She had some quirks, like oil leaks that made 

me feel like Jed Clampett, and a habit of   

pulling into the next lane whenever I hit the 

brakes. 

Annabelle soon took up residence in Elvin’s 

shop, where Elvin, Jeff, Rob, and others 

came together to work on the front seal, radi-

ator, kingpins, pitman arm and brakes.       

Between my garage, Elvin’s shop, and Jeff’s 

shop, we replaced a myriad of parts  - horn 

rod, steering box, water pump, high         

compression head, wiring harness  -       

transforming Annabelle with each fix. But the 

frustrations continued; every time I thought 

we’d reached a breakthrough, a new issue 

cropped up. By the time we’d replaced nearly 

every part in her, I began to question if this 

was the right car for me after all. 

Fast forward to March of this year. Annabelle 

was back in Elvin’s shop, and I decided to   

focus less on mechanical issues, thinking I’d 

tackle the interior. As I pulled off the weather-

stripping on the doors, I discovered the wood 

was beyond salvageable. As always, Jeff 

stepped up to help, though I mostly found  

myself holding tools while he did the actual 

woodwork. 
Despite all our efforts, Annabelle still 

wasn’t running smoothly, and with the 

Oregon Trail tour coming up, I wasn’t  

exactly thrilled about going  - I figured if I 

did, I’d end up walking most of it, so I 

was just going to sit it out. 

Then, in May, Rob generously gave me a 

motor, and together, the gang rallied 

around to help me put it in, determined to 

get  Annabelle road-ready in time for the 

tour. With the doors finally on and a 

working  engine, there was no turning 

back. Their efforts made it clear: they 

weren't just helping me fix a car, they 

wanted me to experience the joy of a true 

tour. 
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On June 1st, Kristen and I hit the road for the Oregon Trail tour. Any nerves I had melted away 

as the miles passed. At one of the stops, Chuck overheard my exclaim, “This is the best tour   

ever!” With a knowing grin, he looked me straight in the eye and said, “Welcome to the Model A 

Club.” 

Six months after that day, and two years almost to the day that I brought Annabelle into my life, I 

tell Kristen that she may be the “ugliest” Model A in the club, but she’s mine, quirks and all. I 

wanted an old car that I could have fun with, and now I have Annabelle. With almost every      

mechanical part replaced, she and I are ready to cover serious miles, and I drive her frequently. 

But it’s not just about driving Annabelle  - it’s the friendships I’ve built along the way that mean 

the most. So many people have pitched in to get Annabelle running, showing me the true spirit of 

the Model A Club. 

Thank you for your patience, expertise, and laughter. I may have come for the car, but I stay for 

the friends who make every mile an adventure worth sharing. 

Looking forward to kicking tires and lighting the fires with all of you on December 7th for the 

Christmas Light Show Tour! If you want to join in the fun, call or text me, and I will get you the 

details. 

Shawn Adamson 



T H E  R A T T L I N ’  R A G  

VOLUME 57, ISSUE 11 

Did we just go there? Really? Okay  - Here Goes! 

Thanksgiving dinner can easily add up to 3,150 calories, 

according to the Calorie Control Council. (You just got to 

love the name of that group!)  

Their sample dinner didn’t even include the skin on the 

turkey and only counted one tablespoon of butter and one 

slice of pie. It also didn’t include any alcoholic drinks. 

More likely we are all headed for more than 4,000         

calories, practically two days worth of calories in one 

meal. 

The Council doesn’t recommend avoiding Thanksgiving 

dinner, but does provide some tips for reducing the      

calorie count for preparing yourself to face the challenge.  

Their advice includes exercise, eating something healthy 

before so you don’t go into the meal famished, socializing 

away from the table of food, and using a smaller plate to        

encourage portion control.    ...Fort Worth A’s Newsletter 

Above story and picture provided by 

Chuck Nelson 

Jim Borchers gives you reasons to 

buy your next Model A 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 West Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

