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KINDRED VINEYARD WINERY TOUR 

Twenty two club members met and drove out to Sunnyslope to   

Kindred Vineyard Winery on September 21, 2024. We ate wood 

fired pizza, sampled wine, local beer and blackberry cider. We had 

six Model A’s and five modern cars. It was a beautiful afternoon 

and I think everyone had a good time. 

Pictures and story by Marilyn Nelson. She also organized the Tour. 

Thank you Marilyn! 

Checking the menu and 

visiting with other club 

members. 

Driving through the   

countryside to the winery. 

(Left) 

 

Walking through the    

winery with friends. 

(Right) 
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2024 TVMAC Officers     

President: Chuck Nelson 

Vice President: Rob Spofford 

Secretary: Lora Eggan 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts  

Membership: Arlan Potts 

National Rep: Jim Borchers  

Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun 

Lady A’s: Stephanie Stapleton 

Newsletter: JoAnn Blout  

Deadline for pictures, stories, flyers, 
current events, etc.in next month’s 

The Rattlin’ Rag is: 
Monday,  

November 14, 2024 
Please email to 

JoAnn Blout 

MORE WINE TOUR PICTURES 

Joanie and her 

sister enjoying 

time together at 

the Kindred 

Vineyard     

Winery Tour. 
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NOVEMBER 2024 Local Events: 
Mechanics Garage: 
Hightower’s Garage: Elvin is hunting 
this month, so call Elaine if you want 
to use his shop and tools. She can 
unlock the shop for you. 
   
Next Club Meeting 
Idaho Pizza Company: 7444 W 
Fairview Ave, (near Fairview and Cole 
intersection), Please purchase food, 
November 14, Dinner at 6:00 p.m., 
Meeting at 7:00.  
 
SaveThe Dates: 
 
December 5, Christmas Party  
Holiday Inn in Nampa, More 
information on page 7 of Newsletter,  
Traditional Gift exchange and Toys 
for Tots donations will take place. 
 
June 2025, Oregon Trail Tour will 
include a stop at the winery near 
Mountain Home. 
 
September 21-26, 2026  
NATIONAL CONVENTION in 
Pendleton, Oregon. Our Club will  
support the Blue Mountain A’s in 
Pendleton as they put on this National 
Convention. We offered to run the 
Car Games. 
       

 

FAST FOOD FRIDAY PICTURES 

Fast Food Fridays are coming to an end for this 

season. They will resume in May, 2025. A  BIG 

THANK YOU to Connie for scouting out new 

and old places for us to meet, and organizing 

these events. These Fridays give us time to  

socialize in a casual setting. They help us get 

to know each other better.  

 

These pictures were taken at Chick-Fil-A on 

October fourth. Nine club members attended 

with 4 Model A cars parked in their parking lot.  

SEE Y’ALL NEXT YEAR! 
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MITCHELL OVERDRIVE 

Hal reports the Mitchell        

overdrive installation on his 1929 

Tudor was completed in two 

mornings thanks to Elvin, Chuck, 

Aaron, Roger, Craig, Tim and a 

few others but he doesn’t        

remember their names.  

“It was a great time. Thank you 

so much everyone. 

Working together as a club is a 

wonderful experience and uplifts 

everyone involved. We learn so 

much from turning a wrench with 

one another. 

Thank you from the bottom of 

my heart.” 

Hal Stead 

Big smiles after the job was done 

from some of those involved in the 

Mitchell Overdrive installation.  
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JIM’S TECH TIPS 

PLEATED PAPER FUEL FILTER ELEMENTS 

 

Ford originally used a fine mesh brass screen at the top of the glass fuel strainer bowl that’s mounted 

to the Model A firewall. The bowl gives a place for water to settle into (water is heavier than gasoline) 

and a place for dirt and rust particles to collect. 

 

The screen also keeps these particles from traveling down to the carburetor (where you have another 

screen). With all these screens I think Ford knew that gasoline supplies at the time were prone to     

contamination (more that today).  

 

Many people have started to install a small pleated paper filter element in the glass bowl instead of the 

brass screen. I’m not sure it’s needed. I think the brass screen is enough. The Model A has no fuel 

pump, it relies only on gravity feed, and I’m concerned about adding another restriction to the fuel 

flow. 

 

But IF you use one of these paper filters, you need to know that the rust, dirt, etc. is trapped INSIDE 

the paper element, not on the outside of it like you’d think. Therefore, you can be collecting a lot of 

junk inside the filter, plugging up the filter element on the inside and not even know it. One day you 

lose all your power and the engine really acts like it is starving for fuel. You thought you would see the 

rust and dirt collect on the outside of the filter, but you don’t. Surprise! (I hate surprises.)  

 

So, if you are going to use these pleated paper filters, get into the habit of replacing them regularly, 

maybe once a year, since you can’t see how dirty they are inside. And carry a spare filter and gasket 

with you in the car. It’s a pretty easy thing to swap out in a parking lot. Kind of messy, but it can be 

done without tools. Use some disposable gloves and you won’t smell like gas for the rest of the day. 

 

That’s all for now. Keep driving, help each other out, and Have a Model A Day! 

Jim 

BOO! 
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13 HALLOWEEN FUN FACTS 

1. The holiday goes back more than two thousand years. Halloween was a pre-Christian Celtic Festival 

to celebrate the end of summer and marked the last day of the Harvest. 

2. Trick-or-Treat has existed since medieval times. In Scotland and Ireland it was known as “guising”. 

Young people would dress up and ask for food or money. 

3. Halloween rituals used to include finding a husband. During the 18th century ladies would follow  

Halloween traditions to help them find a romantic match. Some rituals included throwing an apple 

peel over their shoulder. 

4. Immigrants helped popularize the holiday in the U.S.A. When the Irish fled their country in the 

1840’s due to the potato famine they brought the Halloween traditions with them. By the 1920’s the 

holiday started gaining traction here. 

5. In the U.S.A. Halloween is the second largest commercial holiday following Christmas. 

6. Illinois produces more pumpkins than any other state. Over 15,000 acres are dedicated to gourd   

growing. These farms grow over 500 million pounds of pumpkins annually. 

7. Candy Corn originally had another name. It used to be called “Chicken Feed”. It was supposed to 

honor agricultural roots. The recipe has barely changed since the 1880’s. It is rated as one of the worst 

Halloween candies. 

8. New York City throws the biggest Halloween Parade. It draws over 2 million spectators and         

thousands of participants. 

9. Skittles are the top selling Halloween candy. Skittles outrank M&M’s, Snickers, and Reeces Peanut 

Butter Cups. 

10. Finding a spider on Halloween is considered good luck. It means a loved one is watching over you. 

11. Wearing certain types of costumes in certain states is illegal. In Alabama wearing a nun or priest      

costume on Halloween is illegal. In Dublin, Georgia wearing any kind of mask that covers the face is 

illegal. 

12. Matthias Willemjins of Belgium holds the current record for growing the largest pumpkin, weighing a 

whopping 2,624 lbs. (Fred says the Belgium equal in metric would be 1190 KGM mm… sounds like a 

radio station to me.) 

13. The owl is a very popular Halloween image. October is known as Owl Month due to their nocturnal 

nature. 

Legend has it that Irishman, 

“Stinky Jack”, fooled the devil. 

Therefore he wasn’t allowed to 

enter either Heaven or Hell. 

Instead, he spent his days    

roaming the earth carrying a 

lantern. He went by the name of 

“Jack of the Lantern”. 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 2024 

Date: December 5, 2024, begin gathering at 5:30 p.m., Dinner 

served at 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Holiday Inn, Nampa, 16245 Merchant Way, Nampa 

83687 

Menu: Ham & Turkey, masked potatoes & gravy, stuffing,      

candied carrots, roll, and cheesecake with cherries on top.  

 RSVP with payment of $15 per person by November 14  - next 

club meeting.  

ROB & CONNIE’S GREAT ADVENTURES 

The Spoffords love driving their Model A vehicles 

and going on long distance adventures. Earlier 

this summer they drove from the Treasure Valley 

to Alaska and back. They spent 39 days on the 

road and used 445 gallons of gas at an average 

cost of $5.19 per gallon. They drove 8,044 miles 

and spent $2,312 on fuel. They averaged 206 

miles per day. They slept in the trailer 12 nights. 

The other nights were spent in hotels and motels. 

They had 1 flat tire and had to put on a new fuel 

pump (added by Rob instead of relying on      

gravity). The Woodie held up really well! 

Most recently they drove from Boise to            

Gettysburg, PA to participate in a 5-6 day tour 

sponsored by AAA, Antique Auto Club of America, 

and Vintage Motor Car Club of America. It took 9 

days to drive there and they won the award for a 

car driven the furthest. They drove 3,500 miles 

and the only problem they had was the spark plug 

gap and too much rain that kept the car from   

starting. The high humidity causes condensation 

in the distributor.  About 200 people and 100 cars 

of many different makes and models participated. 

The scenery and history of the area were          

exceptional. So many small winding roads! 

The car is currently in storage in Philadelphia. 

Rob plans to drive it home starting October 28.  

Your long distance drives in your Model A cars 

are an inspiration to many of us in the Club.           

Congratualtions! 

Woodie and custom built trailer on “Alaska Highway” 

Woodie parked 

at one of the 

turnouts in the 

Gettysburg    

Battle Field. It 

was a very rainy 

day. 

Amish   

Buggy as 

seen from 

the     

Woodie’s 

window. 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 West Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

