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OUR SPOFFORDS AND THEIR WOODIE ARE WORLD TRAVELERS

Long time Treasure Valley Model A Club members, Rob and Connie Spofford, love
driving their 1928 Woodie station wagon on cross country trips lasting weeks and
months. Recently they submitted their story with a national magazine. The following is
the article and pictures they shared.

Road Trip Ready: A 1928 Ford Model A
Station Wagon Story

This isn’t your typical garage queen. This
1928 Ford Model A Station Wagon, restored
to its former glory by a dedicated Idaho
family, is built for adventure.

Our journey into the world of Model A’s
began when my father and I, in the late
1950s, built one from junkyard parts. Since
then, our passion (some might say obsession)
has brought us endless joy and unforgettable
memoires. We’ve driven our Woodie station
wagon across the country from Alaska’s
northernmost tip to  Florida’s southernmost
coast, experiencing unparalleled pleasure.

Originally introduced in 1928, the Model A station wagon wasn’t massed produced on the Ford assembly
line. Instead, it was crafted from a Ford standard wood kit. A standard practice during that era. We believe
only five station wagons were produced on a Ford assembly line that year.

In 2016 we found the car in Kimberly, Idaho, in a state of disrepair and inoperable. After two years of
patience, diligence, research, waiting for parts, and constant tinkering, we finally restored her to the road.
We owe a big thank you to all the helpful people who assisted us, including friends, family, and a skilled
wood contractor. While we own two other Model A’s, we prefer the station wagon body because it offers
more space for additional parts, tools, a more convenient entrance and exit, and a more comfortable ride.

During our restoration, we retained the original stock parts but later added a Mitchell overdrive and
transmission. In 2023 we replaced the stock engine (40 HP) with a Burtz motor and installed a Weber
down draft carburetor (64.4 HP), which significantly increased the car’s horsepower. This extra power is
particularly useful when we tow our restored teardrop trailer. We also installed a custom-built trailer hitch
and converted the electrical system to 12V to accommodate electric trailer brakes. It can be a scary drive
over mountains without trailer brakes.
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Ice Cream. Our most cherished moment in the Woodie was
when we completed our 2022 coast-to-coast journey across
Canada, covering an astonishing 14,479 miles in just 78 days
without the need to be towed home.

This summer we drove the
Dempster Highway in
Northern Canada, an estimated
7,000 mile journey that
included approximately 1,000
miles of gravel roads.
Additionally, we intend to
drive to the Glidden Tour in

ARCTIC OCEAI

Kentucky, covering a
distance of nearly 4,000
miles.

It’s important to note that
this Woodie is not a show
car; it’s a reliable
“driver”. We’ve taken it to
six Glidden tours and have
even won the furthest
miles driven award five
times. In the past seven

years alone, we've driven
the car over 75,000 miles.
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Local Events:
Mechanics Garage:

Hightower's Garage: Elvin is home and
his shop is open. Call him to make an
appointment and tell him your needs.

Next Club Meeting:

September Club Meeting: September
11, 2025 at Idaho Pizza Company,
5150 W Overland Rd, Boise. I-84,
Orchard Exit, North on Orchard to
Overland Rd, turn into Hillcrest
Shopping Center, Gather to eat at
6:00 p.m. with meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Save the Dates:

SEPTEMBER 2025
1 2 3 4 5FFF |6

7 Car |[8 9 10 11Club |12 FFF |13

Show Meeting

14 15 16 17 18 19 FFF |20
Model A
Day

21 22 23 24 25 26 FFF |27

28 29 30

Model A Station
Wagon Story
(concluded)

CELEBRATE MODEL A DAY

Model A Days are always the third Saturday in September
celebrated at the Model A Ford Museum on the Gilmore
Car Museum campus in Hickory Corners, Michigan.

This year that is September 20, and coordinates with our
3rd Annual Constitution Day Celebration in Eagle, Idaho.
As part of the city’s celebration they will have a Jazz and
Blue Grass Festival. Join us for this tour, if you can. If you
are not able to attend, consider getting your Model A on
the road for your own personal drive. Happy Model A Day!

As we all know, the experience of driving cars like a Woodie or
a Model A goes beyond the thrill of driving, renovating, and
traveling. It’s the camaraderie among fellow enthusiasts who
share a passion for these vintage vehicles. The wonderment of
meeting new friends and participating in meet-ups and
gatherings that reflect our shared love for the open road is truly
special. To us, the Model A is not just a preserved or restored
\car; it’s an integral part of our family.

September 20, 3rd Annual

September 7, Car Show at Garden
Plaza of Valley View, 10:00 am to 1:30
pm, free BBQ, cash prizes, confirm
spot by calling Sherrie Hix @ (208)
327-1025.

September 20, Model A Day

Constitution Day Celebration

October 12, Car Show at
MorningStar of Boise assisted living
center, 5850 North Five Mile Rd from
1:30-3:30 pm.

May 31-June 7 2026 National Meet
in Pendleton, OR. We are responsible
for the Car Games.

QUILT RAFFLE

Marilyn Nelson and Connie Spofford
created a beautiful quilt with pillowcases as
a fundraiser for our Christmas Party.
Tickets will be sold at meetings, and are $5
each or 5 for $20. Drawing for the quilt
and pillowcases will be in the fall.

Ask Rob
about
the story
of this
chipped
wind-
shield.
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FAST FOOD FRIDAYS SCHEDULE
You are encouraged to drive your Model A, but modern cars are also welcome. Come and get to know
other club members. Plan to meet at 6:00 p.m.. Happy eating and socializing!

FAST FOOD FRIDAY LOCATIONS FFF August 15 at Arctic Circle |

AUGUST 29, Café Rio, 1378 N Meridian Rd, Kuna

SEPTMBER 5, The Habit, 2206 N Eagle Rd, Meridian

SEPTEMBER 12, Arby’s, 989 N Milwaukee St, Boise

SEPTEMBER 19, Slim Chicken, 3369 W Chinden, Meridian

SEPTEMBER 26, Culver’s, 3494 E Tecate Ln, Meridian

OCTOBER 3, Chick Fil A, 2012 N Eagle Rd, Meridian

OCTOBER 10, She’s Smokin’ BBQ, 800 E 2nd St, Meridian

OCTOBER 17, A&W, 145 E Maine Ave E, Nampa

OCTOBER 24, Papa Kelsey’s, 5956 N Linder Rd, Meridian

OCTOBER 31, Tin Roof Tacos, 1750 W McMillan Rd, Meridian
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FRAN CARR HEALTH UPDATE

After several falls at home and some memory issues Fran
entered memory care assisted living, first in western

Canyon County and now at Meadow View in Emmett. Fran’s
long term memory is good, but her short term memory is
failing. In other words, she remembers things in the past but
doesn’t remember what she ate for breakfast. She
remembers and welcomes TVMAC member visits, and if
you plan to go please let Ron know so he can meet you
there. He would love to visit with you, too! A phone call just
to visit with Ron would also be appreciated.

GIGGLES

1) Never take a sleeping pill and a laxative
on the same night.

2) You know when you buy a bag of salad
& it gets all brown and soggy? Well,
cookies don’t do that!

3) Warning: Improper packing of this
parachute may result in serious injury
or death to the user!

EVERYDAY MECHANICS

These guys gathered at Hightower’s garage
last week to work on Rob Spofford’s 1928
Woodie station wagon. It needed a new
transmission. “Many hands make light work”
and the combined years of knowledge helps
get the job done right. Thanks guys!

Elvin Hightower reports the
garage has been extremely
busy over the past week or
so0. Rob Spofford’s
transmission was replaced.
Tom Fass and Craig
McClintock both installed
new transmissions and
overdrives in their cars.
Elvin is looking forward to
his annual fall hunting trip
to get some R & R!
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MARK STEVENS AND HIS AWARD WINNING 1930 SPEEDSTER

Mark Stevens recently bought a 1930 Model
A Speedster from TVMAC member Bob
Mather. With Elvin Hightower’s help he got
busy and in 7 1/2 weeks changed it into a
work of art that won awards at two car shows
this summer.

Above is the picture of Mark’'s Model A
Speedster before he created it into his
show winning car.

This is what his
car looks like
now.

Mark says he
used cans of
spray paint and
fencing wood to
build his beauty.

Mark took his car to
the Kuna Lions
Club car show as
the first outing.
Earning “Best of the
Rest” encouraged
him to enter the car
in the car show at
the Warhawk Air
Museum car show.
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MARK’S 1930 SPEEDSTER STORY CONTINUED

Mark Stevens entered his 1930 Model A
Speedster in the Warhawk Air Museum’s
car show on August 9, 2025. There were
259 cars entered in the show, and his car
won 1st place! The cars on each side of
his were expensively restored “Trailer
Queens” and their owners were obviously
upset when Mark’s spray painted and
fencing wood creation beat their cars.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Below are pictures of Mark’s next project, a 1930 Coupe.

The far right picture shows Gary McNary visiting with Mark to
check out his car projects.
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The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile
club located in the Boise area of Idaho. We are
dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the
Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford
Motor Company. Membership is not limited to owners
and is open to anyone interested in preserving the
memory of our past and the great impact that Henry
Ford made upon the world with his Model A.

The Treasure Valley A’'s have had a long history in the
city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent
most of their lives here in the area. The club was
formed around 1963 and its membership consisted
of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the
club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and
is one of the most active antique car clubs in the
state.

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop
by our next event.

Treasure Valley Model A Ford
Club of America

10921 West Montana Ave.
Boise ID 83713-5048
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member?
Go to: http:/www.mafc.com/
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