
  T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  M O D E L  A  

F O R D  C L U B  O F  A M E R I C A  

THE RATTLIN’ RAG 

FEBRUARY 2025 

AND 

IMPORTANT DAYS IN FEBRUARY 

DUE TO INCLIMATE WEATHER, OUR          

FEBRUARY MEETING WAS CANCELED.  

SEE YOU ALL IN MARCH !        
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2025 TVMAC Officers     

President: Chuck Nelson 

Vice President: Rob Spofford 

Secretary: Kristen Adamson 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts  

Membership: Arlan Potts 

National Rep: Jim Borchers  

Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun 

Lady A’s: Stephanie Stapleton 

Newsletter: JoAnn Blout  

Deadline for pictures, stories, flyers, 
current events, etc.in next month’s 

The Rattlin’ Rag is: 
Monday, March 17, 2025 

Please email to 
JoAnn Blout 

jblout50@gmail.com 

ANNUAL DUES: 

It is now time to pay our annual TVMAC dues. 

Dues are $20 per year for a single member or a family. 

Pay your dues to Arlan Potts. He takes cash or checks. 

Arlan will accept your money at our meetings or by mail. 

His address is:  

10921 W Montana Ave 

Boise, Idaho 83713-5048 

PREVENT DAMAGE TO MOUNTING LUGS 

ON WATER OUTLET ON ENGINE HEAD 

The water outlet at the front of the head is secured by 

the two head studs and hence the nuts are tensioned 

to 55 ft. lbs. It is not uncommon for one of the two   

mounting lugs to crack during the tightening of the   

securing nuts. The main reason is the thick paper  

gasket supplied by some companies results in uneven 

forces at the ends of the outlet lugs. The section of 

the gasket beneath the lugs is compressed. The    

section in the center of the gasket remains thicker. 

Originally Ford used a composite copper gasket for 

this application.  

There is an easy way to prevent cracking of the 

mounting lugs, and that is to machine or file the  

mounting surface of the outlet perfectly flat. Then    

using a mill file, file the mating boss on the head flat.  

You can then use a thin paper gasket and good   

quality sealant (sparingly) to fit the outlet without the 

fear of damaging the mounting lugs, or just use the 

sealant without any gasket at all. 

Whilst other techniques may be employed, such as 

extra packing under the ends of the lugs to provide 

even support, the above methods has been found to 

work well. 

        by John Moorehead, Western Australia A’s 

As I watch this new generation try to 

rewrite history, there is one thing I am 

sure of  - it will be misspelled and have 

no punctuation. 
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MARCH 2025 Local Events: 
Mechanics Garage: 
Hightower’s Garage: Elvin’s shop is 
open. Call him to make an appointment 
and tell him your needs. 
   
Next Club Meeting: 
 
March Club Meeting: 
March 13, 2025 at Idaho Pizza 
Company, 7444 W Fairview Ave (near 
intersection of Fairview Ave and Cole 
Rd). Gather to eat at 6:00 p.m. with 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Save the Dates: 
March 22, Annual Emmett Tour (date 
may change due to weather) 
 
May 3, Annual Melba Tour 
 
May 17, Proposed Farm Tour 
 
 
June 21, Oregon Trail Tour will 
include a stop at the winery near 
Mountain Home. 
 
July 4, Idaho City Parade or local 
Parades near you. 
 
September 1-4, Annual McCall/New 
Meadows Tour 
 
September 20, 3rd Annual 
Constitution Day Celebration 
 
May 31-June 7, 2026   National 
Convention, Pendleton. OR. TVMAC 
has committed to help the Blue 
Mountain A’s in Pendleton by running 
the Car Games. Additionally they want 
to do practice runs this year (2025) 
of their tours and some activities.  
Should be fun! Video:  
https://youtu.be/oXsLB9-klIUA 

Change Coming to Access “Members Only” 

At the January Meeting we discussed the ease of access 

to the “Members Only” section of the website because the 

password is always included in the monthly email Judi 

sends to us.  

Greg West is going to choose a new password. Arlan will 

send it out to new members in his Welcome Letter. Current 

members will be notified of the new password, possibly at 

the  meeting, or give us other ways to obtain it. 

This will help protect all of our information on those pages: 

names, addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses. 

LOOKING FORWARD: 

Please look at the “Save the Date” 

items above. These are the proposed 

tours and activities as of this date. If 

you have suggestions for more or 

different tours or activities please 

contact Rob Blout. He is open to 

ideas! 

 

ANNUAL EMMETT TOUR 

Current plan is March 22, 2025. Meet at the large church (Eagle 

Christian Church) near the corner of State Street and highway16 

(Emmett Highway) at 9:00 a.m.  

We will be at Ron and Fran Carr’s home in Emmett by 10:00 

a.m. for coffee, juice, and doughnuts. Tour begins at 11:00 a.m.  

After the Tour we will meet back at Ron and Fran’s home. Park 

in the back yard. Bring your own chairs. Lunch plans are being 

finalized, so watch for more information in emails and next 

month’s newsletter. 

If the weather is predicted to be bad, we may push the Tour to 

March 29, 2025. 



PAGE 4      THE RATTLIN’ RAG 

JAMES (JIM) LEE BATT 

Long time Treasure Valley Model 

A Club member passed away. 

Here is his obituary. 

   James (Jim) Lee Batt was born May 25, 1944 in Idaho Falls, Idaho to Morley Brazier Batt and 

Minnie Merle  Lee Batt. After 18 months of health issues, he passed away January 17, 2025,  

surrounded by his family. The youngest of 3 children, he was raised in the small farming       

community of Grant, Idaho. He enjoyed the opportunities that farm life offered such as hunting, 

fishing, freedom to roam, and learning to drive trucks and tractors at a young age. Jim attended 

Rigby High School, graduating in 1962. During his junior year he purchased his first car, a 1931 

Model A Ford Tudor sedan. He finally did a ground up restoration on the car after his retirement 

in 2000. After high school, Jim attended his freshman year at the University of Idaho. 

   After turning 19, he served a 26 month mission to North Argentina for the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints. Upon his return from South America he enrolled at BYU to continue 

his education. It was there that he met his eternal companion, Cherilyn Ann Jacobsmeyer. They 

were married and sealed on June 9, 1967 in the Los Angeles Temple. Jim and Cherilyn         

continued their education at BYU, taking turns working and going to school to help each other 

complete their degrees. Jim received an “invitation” to the Army, so he decided to join so he 

could have some choice over duty assignments. He began training as a helicopter pilot in Texas, 

but due to the winding down of the Vietnam war and cutbacks on Warrant Officer Pilots, he  

elected to attend MP school and spent the remainder of his service in Virginia and Germany.   

After the service, Jim and Cherilyn began the “work and go to school” routine again. While   

working for a wholesale food company in Salt Lake City, Jim transferred to their Boise office.   

After a period of time, the company asked him to move back to Salt Lake City but Jim and   

Cherilyn decided to make Boise their permanent home, so he began a landscape and custom 

tractor business with a friend while Cherilyn started teaching elementary school in Star Idaho. 

   During the winter of 1973, while standing out in the freezing cold selling Christmas trees to 

make extra money to support the family during the slow winter months, an off-duty Ada County 

Sheriff stopped by to purchase a tree. The deputy told Jim he could get a paycheck year-round 

by becoming a law enforcement officer.  Jim went down the next day and applied at the Sheriff’s 

Office. He was sworn in on June 24, 1974, thus started his 26+ year career with the department. 

In September 1975 they were blessed with a baby boy, Jason Kent and in May of 1979 they 

were blessed with a baby girl, Jessica Jayne. He served in many areas of the Ada County   

Sheriff’s Office including patrol, juvenile detectives, civil, training/personnel, and a total of 14 

years  as a jail commander, retiring at the rank of Lieutenant in 2000. In 1985 Jim was selected 

to attend the 3-month FBI National Academy at Quantico, Virginia where he enjoyed his         

association with law enforcement officers from all over the US and several foreign countries.  

 

Jim & Cherilyn 

Batt at our             

Christmas Party 

a few years ago. 
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Jim Batt’s Obituary (continued) 

   With the addition of several credits from Boise State University, Jim finally graduated from 

BYU with a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement in 1976. 

   After retirement, Jim got back into the tractor and trucking business as well as driving out of 

Boise for LB Trucks, delivering lease trucks all over the west and as far east as Wisconsin,    

Arizona, and New Mexico. He said he really enjoyed burning some else’s fuel and driving  

empty trucks, so he didn’t have to worry about crossing the scales. Jim sold his trucking     

business in 2008 so he and Cherilyn could serve an 18-month mission for the church in     

Tampico, Mexico. 

   Jim remained active in the church throughout his life serving in many callings including on the 

High Council, as a Bishop, a Temple worker and one of his most enjoyable, as a councilor in 

the Bishopric of a Young Single Adult ward. He loved his Heavenly Father with all of his heart, 

serving Him valiantly his whole life and always striving to follow His teachings and being an  

example to everyone around him. 

   Jim relied on his sense of humor to get him through some of the difficult situations he          

experienced in the military and law enforcement. He enjoyed making people laugh with clean 

jokes and stories. Jim’s love for cars, trucks, tractors, and especially old cars carried on 

throughout his life. Before and during his retirement years he restored a Model A pickup in    

addition to his sedan, a 1967 Mustang Fastback, as well as a 1972 early Ford Bronco.  He was 

an active member of the Treasure Valley Model A Club for many years and served as club 

president for 2 years. 

   His hobbies included working in his wood shop (where he claimed to make some of the best 

saw dust in the country) and some of his most enjoyable times came from camping, boating, 

and four wheeling with his family and friends. Jim felt a special bond with his grandkids and     

enjoyed every moment he could spend doing things with each one of them. He especially      

enjoyed traveling and being with his wife and best friend, Cherilyn. 

   Jim was preceded in death by both parents, Morley Brazier Batt and Minnie Merle Lee Batt,  

brother Melvin, sister Lucille, and grandson Gavin. 

   He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Cherilyn, son Jason Batt, daughter, Jessica (Shaun), 

and 4 grandchildren, Kaisha, Jaxton, Colson, and Parker, along with lots of extended family. 

Wilda Clayton’s 

Family held a 90th    

Birthday Party for her 

and invited members of 

the club to attend. 
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BOW LIPS 

The History of Makeup 1920-1929—Glamour Daze 

Makeup played a huge part in helping women recover from 

the horrors of the war. Now they could assert their new 

sense of feminine power. Helena Rubenstein famously 

said, “If you can show me a woman who doesn’t want to 

look young and beautiful  - well, I’m afraid she isn’t in her 

right mind. Women all want it  - and we admit that they do!” 

In 1909 Gordon Selfridge opened the first cosmetics counter to allow 

women to “try before you buy”, and by the 1920s every pharmacy 

and department store in the world had makeup counters. The earlier 

stigma attached to makeup and ‘harlots’ was gone. Women felt at 

ease perusing the latest powders, vanishing creams, pan sticks,   

lipsticks and mascaras. 

Hollywood stars like Clara Bow made the cupids bow lip—a self shaping lipstick developed by 

Helena Rubinstein—popular and the image of the 1920’s woman with her bow lips and dark 

eyes peering out from under her cloche hat has defined the look to this day. Shaping the mouth 

became a major pastime for women. Metal lip tracers were sold to help achieve the perfect 

pout. The defining 1920’s makeup look was a youthful glow to contrast the ivory pale skin. This 

was achieved using creams, rouge papers and various foundation liquids. 

Contrary to popular belief the art of plucking eyebrows did not take off until the early 1930’s, 

again to some extent popularized by Hollywood bombshells such as Jean Harlow and Myrna 

Loy. 

No—the 1920’s look for the most part was one of femininity and beauty 

routine—day and night. 

Most women did not go for the so-called flapper look—but instead the idea 

of facial contouring was gaining interest and soon 1920’s makeup  and 

beauty books displaying detailed tutorials for women were being sold. One 

notable makeup tool that appeared in the 1920’s was eyeliner—inspired by 

the huge interest in all things Egyptian, following the discovery of the tomb 

of Tutankhamun. 

Key Makeup Looks of the 1920’s: 

1) Eyes  - Kohl eye shadow for the more daring girls  

2) Eyebrows  - Plucked for the first time and drawn downwards toward the temples 

3) Lips  - lips were smaller than the natural outline and fashioned into the “cupids bow” shape 

4) Lashes  - mascara was the new rage, women couldn’t resist enhancing her natural lashes 

5) Rouge  - applied in circles rather than angular. The effect was a rounded face. 

6) Nails  - The big name was Revlon and the popular style was the ‘moon manicure’ leaving the 

tip unpainted. 
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ANDY REID AND HIS MODEL A STORY 

Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid is one of the highest paid coaches in NFL history. 

He also still drives a nearly century old car that he says his dad bought for $25 after World 

War II. His dad, Walter Reid, drove it for nearly five decades. 

The car is a 1928 Model A. Reid fully restored the classic car after inheriting it from his father, 

who died in 1992, and still occasionally takes it out for a spin. 

Reid certainly doesn’t drive the Model A daily, but he said it is a legitimate family heirloom,   

according to the coach. He used to drive his parent’s Model A to practice and it was the      

funniest thing you’ve ever seen  - this big old guy driving this tiny little antique car. He took up 

almost the entire front seat! 

A few years after his father died, Andy was an assistant coach in 

Green Bay when they won the Super Bowl. Andy used his bonus 

money to move the car from L.A. to Wisconsin and do a full       

restoration. A couple of old guys and Reid took the whole thing 

apart and  built it back up. The entire restoration  took roughly a 

year. He didn’t reveal how much the restoration cost, but it is not 

uncommon for them to cost $40,000 or more. 

Reid said he looks forward to passing the Model A down to  future 

generations. 

JIM’S TECH TIP: CLUTCH PEDAL FREE PLAY 

It is easy to forget to check the Clutch Pedal Clearance (or Free Play) now and then, but you 

really do need to check it. I press down gently on the pedal with just a couple of fingers, to 

judge how far down the pedal goes before you are pressing the throwout bearing against the 

clutch “fingers”. If you do not have an inch of movement, follow the instructions below. A little 

extra free play will not hurt anything. 

Clutch Pedal Clearance: The clearance or play for the clutch pedal is approximately 1”. That 

is when the cutch pedal is depressed there should be about 1” movement in the pedal before 

it starts to disengage the clutch. 

As the clutch facings wear this clearance or movement gradually grows less. Consequently it 

should occasionally be checked. Under no circumstances should the car be driven without 

clearance or play in the clutch pedal. 

Adjusting Clutch Pedal Clearance: The adjustment is easily made by removing the clevis 

pin and turning the release arm rod. Screwing the rod “in” decreases the clutch pedal play. 

Screwing the rod “out” increases the play. After making the adjustment, be sure to replace 

clevis pin and cotter key. 

Forgetting to keep an inch or so of clutch pedal free play can lead to premature throwout 

bearing failure, because the bearing is spinning all the time where the pedal is pressing it into 

the clutch. We don’t want that. So maybe check it every time you change the oil and adjust as   

required. 

Have a Model A Day!    Jim 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 West Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

