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HAPPY 2025!  

OUR TREASURE VALLEY MODEL A CLUB  

FACES A GREAT 2025.   

AS WE LOOKED BACK AT 2024 IN THE MEETING LAST  MONTH, AT ALL THE FUN TOURS 

AND ACTIVITIES WE  PARTICIPATED IN, IT WAS EVIDENT THAT OUR  COMMITITEES 

AND OFFICERS WORKED HARD FOR US. AT OUR CLUB MEETING THIS MONTH WE    

WELCOMED THE NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS AND DISCUSSED SOME OF THE PLANS 

FOR TOURS THIS YEAR.  

WORK ON YOUR CARS AND TRUCKS THROUGH THE WINTER TO GET THEM ROAD     

WORTHY.  OUR FIRST TOUR SCHEDULED IS THE EMMETT TOUR IN MARCH. BE READY! 

WE WANT TO SEE YOU AND YOUR WONDERFUL MODEL A’S ON THE ROAD WITH       

EVERYONE ENJOYING OUR ACTIVITIES. 

TRAINS, TRAINS, TRAINS! 

Our Treasure Valley Model A Club members traveled south of 

Nampa to visit Gary Barlow’s huge model train display on        

December 14, 2024. About every two years Gary, who has a very 

large shop, fills it with moving model trains for friends and the 

public to come and enjoy. He doesn’t charge anything but does 

suggest a donation of non perishable food for the local food 

bank.  

On the day our members went he also invited Santa and Mrs. 

Claus to his shop to visit with children and those who are still 

young at heart. All who attended were impressed with the       

displays and all the work involved in building and maintaining 

the trains. Pages 6 and 7 have pictures shared by Lora Eggan and 

Chris Larson. 
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2025 TVMAC Officers     

President: Chuck Nelson 

Vice President: Rob Spofford 

Secretary: Kristen Adamson 

Treasurer: Arlan Potts  

Membership: Arlan Potts 

National Rep: Jim Borchers  

Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun 

Lady A’s: Stephanie Stapleton 

Newsletter: JoAnn Blout  

Deadline for pictures, stories, flyers, 
current events, etc.in next month’s 

The Rattlin’ Rag is: 
Monday, February 17, 2025 

Please email to 
JoAnn Blout 

jblout50@gmail.com 

ANNUAL DUES: 

It is now time to pay our annual TVMAC dues. 

Dues are $20 per year for a single member or a family. 

Pay your dues to Arlan Potts. He takes cash or checks. 

Arlan will accept your money at our meetings or by mail. 

His address is:  

10921 W Montana Ave 

Boise, Idaho 83713-5048 

“Lather, Rinse, Repeat’ 

Do you remember reading these directions on the shampoo 

bottles? Urban Legend says one of the major companies 

that produced shampoo had an employee who suggested 

adding the word “repeat” to the original directions to 

“lather (or wash) and rinse” your hair. By adding that one 

word to the directions sales of shampoo doubled! Can you 

imagine how excited the employee was when the company 

officials recognized the value of adding that one word was 

to them? Would  they reward him with money? No one    

really knows, after all, it is officially just an urban legend.  

What’s my purpose for talking about the word “repeat”? 

Well, for the most part our 2025 TVMAC Officers and 

Committee Heads remain the same as in 2024. Therefore, 

we are repeating our club leadership. And that is a good 

thing. Thank you to all who felt they were able to continue 

in their positions!  

A big “thank you” to Lora Eggan for serving as Secretary 

for so many years. Her mom moved to the area this winter 

and she will be helping her, with less time for club          

responsibilities. Kristen Adamson volunteered to take over 

the responsibilities of Secretary. Thank you, Kristen! We 

support you in this new position. 

Another big “thank you” to Elaine Hightower for her many 

years of fund raising for our Christmas Party. She has 

helped with planning our Christmas Festivities for years. 

The money we raise helps pay for locations, desserts, and 

other expenses associated with the party. In turn, that helps 

members by subsidizing the party so the out of pocket each 

of us pays is less. Kate Farrin and her partner Michelle  

Korn agreed to take over the fund raising responsibilities. 

Thank you! 
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February 2025 Local Events: 
Mechanics Garage: 
Hightower’s Garage: Elvin is home and 
his shop is open. Call him to make an 
appointment and tell him your needs. 
   
Next Club Meeting: 
 
February Club Meeting: 
February 13, 2025 at Idaho Pizza 
Company, 7444 W Fairview Ave (near 
intersection of Fairview Ave and Cole 
Rd) Gather to eat at 6:00 p.m. with 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Save the Dates: 
March 22, Annual Emmett Tour (date 
may change due to weather) 
 
May 3, Annual Melba Tour 
 
 
June 21, Oregon Trail Tour will 
include a stop at the winery near 
Mountain Home. 
 
July 4, Idaho City Parade or local 
Parades near you. 
 
September 1-4, Annual McCall/New 
Meadows Tour 
 
September 20, 3rd Annual 
Constitution Day Celebration 
 
September 21-26, 2026   National 
Convention, Pendleton. OR. TVMAC 
has committed to help the Blue 
Mountain A’s in Pendleton by running 
the Car Games. Additionally they want 
to do practice runs this year (2025) 
of their tours and some activities. 
Should be fun! 

Change Coming to Access “Members Only” 

At the January Meeting we discussed the ease of access 

to the “Members Only” section of the website because the 

password is always included in the monthly email Judi 

sends to us. 

Greg West is going to choose a new password. Arlan will 

send it out to new members in his Welcome Letter. Current 

members will be notified of the new password, possibly at 

the February meeting, or give us other ways to obtain it. 

This will help protect all of our information on those pages: 

names, addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses. 

LOOKING FORWARD: 

Please look at the “Save the Date” 

items above. These are the proposed 

tours and activities as of this date. If 

you have suggestions for more or 

different tours or activities please 

contact Rob Blout. He is open to 

ideas! 

 

My wife, Marilyn Nelson, recently flew home after spending a week at a 

huge quilt show in Houston. On the flight from Denver she sat next to a 

fellow from Ohio who was traveling to Idaho to see his sister. During 

conversations she told him we have 2 Model A’s. Jeffery Long told her 

he also has 2 Model A’s. I met him while we were waiting for luggage. I 

called Jeffery and invited him to lunch with Rob Spofford and me as he 

wanted to hear about the many trips Rob has driven over the past 

year, traveling more than 28,000 miles. Jeffery is now considering  

having a Burtz motor built for his Tudor sedan. After lunch we 

met with Elvin 

and Sam Stone. 

He was amazed 

at the shop and 

enjoyed meeting 

everyone. He 

belongs to a 

small club in 

Ohio with about 

30 members.  
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Our Model A Journey 

Aaron & Morgan Griffith 

Hello Treasure Valley A’s! We have met many of you but as relative newcomers to the club a better       

introduction is in order, and we’ve been asked to share our Model A story. 

 

As far as our family goes, since taking on the family farm was not an economic viability for me, and my 

high school sweetheart turned wife of 22+ years didn’t envision a life on the rural prairie, I figured driving 

airplanes was the next best thing to driving tractors. For work I fly a 737 for Alaska Airlines and view the 

Model A as a perfect way to decompress from busy terminals, busy airspace and modern jets. It’s the  

“anti-technology” I appreciate! Morgan paused her elementary school teacher career to keep our household 

running smoother than “Henry’s Lady” and looks after our 6-year-old son, James, and our 3-year-old 

daughter, Hannah, while I’m away for work. 

 

I can credit my grandfather for starting my interest in Model A’s and being the main person responsible for 

our Model A journey. He farmed wheat and barley up on the “Hi-Line” of north central Montana and      

always had a 1931 Model A Coupe in his garage, buried behind tools, projects and machinery parts. As a 

kid I was always interested in the car and would get filthy climbing up in it and sitting in the dusty car. My 

grandfather purchased his coupe in the early 1960’s, roughly 25 years before it would peak my interest as a 

kid in the mid 1980’s. When my grandfather retired from farming in 1988 he decided the Model A would 

be his retirement project and had a fellow farmer paint the car, got it running and had it upholstered by   

another local. I later had great memories helping him with the car and getting a few rides over the years. He 

always said the Model A was going to be “Aaron’s car” someday, and that’s exactly what eventually     

happened after his passing. 

In 2011 we brought the coupe from Montana to our home 

in Tacoma, Washington. While it was “running and     

drivable” it needed virtually everything done to be         

remotely safe and reliable on Washington highways, a   

major departure from the gravel roads of Gildford,      

Montana! We became very active in the “Gallopin Gertie 

Model A club of Tacoma”. My grandfather didn’t have the 

temperament or the resources to really get the car sorted 

out for highway or long distance driving, and what started 

as a brake job turned into a frame off restoration for our  

Coupe  -  which is still ongoing! 

Fortunately, I have a background and somewhat of a passion for working on all things mechanical from 

trucks, tractors, and combines, changing oil, belts, cultivator shovels and many other machinery projects on 

our family farm. My favorite classes in High School were auto shop and metal shop. This came in handy as 

I quickly restored all things mechanical on the coupe. We did drive the car about 2000 miles in total,       

including an 800 mile road trip to the 2013 MAFCA Northwest regional meet in Bend Oregon. 70 miles 

from home the engine started knocking  - the only mechanical component I had not yet tackled up until that 

point. 
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While the engine was being rebuilt, I decided to address 

some sheet metal issues and broken rear body mounts and 

pulled the body apart. The car has not been back on the 

road since! One out of state move, two kids (James and 

Hannah), two new employers/jobs, and three passenger jet 

type ratings have kept me too occupied to finish the car! 

Packing wheel bearing, setting rear end preload, doing 

brakes and transmissions comes naturally to me. Sheet 

metal work and paint does not! So, if anyone would like to 

help inspire me to complete my car and help me learn 

about metal prep and paint, I’d happily get greasy and help  

with your repairs! Virtually every other part of Model A’s I’ve 

done at least once on my car and in our club in Washington. 

 

Many of our close friends in the Tacoma Model A club told us 

years ago that Model A’s are like Lays Potato Chips  - “You 

can’t have just one!” Which is what led us to acquire our      

second Model A last August, a 1931 160-B Slant Window 

Town Sedan! We’re very excited because this will allow us to 

more fully participate in club events as a family. The coupe has 

may hours of bodywork ahead of it before it’s back on the road, 

and now we have a car that makes it a family affair rather than 

only an escape for dad. We look forward to getting to know 

you all a lot more on the adventures ahead! 

GAV SETTINGS 

The dash controlled GAV (gas adjusting valve) is a  

carburetor high speed circuit adjustment. It is used to 

tune/optimize the air to fuel ratio of the carburetor at 

engine speeds above 600 rpm.  

Set it to where it runs best for the current operating 

conditions such as engine temperature, outside       

temperature, elevation, fuel type, jetting etc. 

There is NO rule / set position for this. Every engine 

set up is different. Typically anything over 1/2 turn 

should raise red flags that you have a vacuum leak          

somewhere requiring extra fuel to be in ratio. 

You should not be constantly turning it, but get to know 

where your engine performs the best. But adjusting it 

occasionally is probably needed. It is NOT a set it and 

forget it!  

Chuck Nelson 

Two Basic Rules of Model A Ownership 

 

1. You can never have too many spare 

parts. 

2. You will never use all those spare 

parts. 

- Hearts of Florida A’s 
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TRAINS, TRAINS, TRAINS PICTURES 

Overview 

of model 

train sets 

in         

Barlow’s 

shop. 

Chuck & Marilyn meet 

Gary Barlow (upper L) 

Connie & Rob visit with 

Mr. Barlow (upper R) 

Lora and Joanie        

enjoying the train      

displays (above)  

Fred & Judi (Left) and 

Roger & Julie (Right) 

move through the trains 

(Note Julie blowing her 

train whistle) 
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MORE TRAIN, TRAINS, TRAINS PICTURES 

Joanie with her 

family  (upper L), 

Tom (above), and 

Chris & Kathy  

(upper R) stroll 

through the trains. 

Rob and Elvin (Left) 

and Nancy & Jeff 

(Right) also move 

through the trains. 

Elaine spends a 

few minutes with 

Gary Barlow (Left) 

while Lora & Gary 

laugh as they     

watch the trains 

run on their tracks 

(Right).  
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 West Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

