MARCH 2025

TREASURE
VALLEY

SPRING IS HERE
TOURS, ACTIVITIES, AND MEETS
GET YOUR MODEL 4 OUT OF WINTER STORAGE
LET'S GO!

MARCH 17 - Happy
St. Patrick’s Day

MARCH 20 - First Day
of Spring

MODEL A “aaaOOgah” HORNS
KLAXO AUTOMOTIVE HORNS, ONCE STANDARD SAFETY EQUIPMENT, DISAPPEARED ..... WHY???

Some 110 years ago, an ear-splitting noise ricocheted across North America and
Europe. Its sound: “aaaOQ0gah!!

"7

That distinctive metallic screech was emitted by a klaxon, a mechanical horn
powered by electricity, then a captivating recent innovation. The klaxon filled a niche
in the early 1900’s, a time when street signage was minimal, driving rules were just
coming into existence, and turn signals were decades away. Simply by pushing a
klaxon button a driver could declare their intention to go right or left, alert
pedestrians, or send a warning when approaching a blind curve. Alternatively, they
could do it simply for fun.

Inventor and electrical engineer Miller Reese Hutchinson devised the machine,
seeking an automotive signal powerful enough to pierce the din of 20th century cities.
Entrepreneur F. Hallet Lovel purchased the patent in1908, vowing to become “a
merchant of racket” and gave it the brand name - derived from the Greek klaxo, to
shriek. General Motors bought Lovel’s firm in 1915, and the klaxon and its rivals
became standard equipment on automobiles world wide. (continued on page 7)
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[ 2025 TVMAC Officers

)

i President: Chuck Nelson
EVice President: Rob Spofford
1 Secretary: Kristen Adamson

|
i Treasurer: Arlan Potts

| Membership: Arlan Potts The Boise Depot is celebrating their 100 year

anniversary on Wednesday, April 16. They would like
to have several Model A’s displayed in front of the
Depot for the occasion.

ENaﬁonaI Rep: Jim Borchers

1 Sunshine Committee: Joanie Calhoun
! . .

iLady A's: Stephanie Stapleton

I Newsletter: JoAnn Blout Jim Borchers is the contact person for us. Please let

i R him know if you wish to participate and he can give
you more details.

Deadline for pictures, stories, flyers,
current events, etc.in next month's
The Rattlin’ Rag is:

Monday. April 14. 2025 Parade America is scheduled on May 17 in Nampa.
Please email to Arlan Potts is the contact person for this parade. He
JoAnn Blout

can give you more details.

Jblout50@gmail .com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

APRIL 2025
1 2 3 4 5 Portland

Portland Swap Meet
Swap Meet

6 portland |7 8 9 10 ciwb 11 12 Fire Bird

Swap Meet Meeting Swap Meet

13 Palm 14 15 16 Boise 17 ontario |18 19

Sunday Depot 100 Club Meeting

years @ 1:00 p.m.
20 Easter |21 22 23 24 25 26 Car
Games
27 28 29 30

ANNUAL EMMETT TOUR

We will meet at Ron and Fran Carr's home in Emmett by 10:30 a.m.
for coffee, juice, and doughnuts. Tour begins at 11:15 a.m.

2731 Orchard Lane, Emmett. ID
(208) 365-6077
DIRECTIONS:

From Boise area Highway 16 to Emmett. Come downhill into Emmett
Valley. Turn left onto Cherry Lane BEFORE YOU REACH THE
BOTTOM OF THE HILL. Look for the left turn lane. Cross the canal
and turn left onto Orchard Lane. Look for the American flag at the first
house on the right past the pasture. Pull into the driveway and park
anywhere you like, but please leave room for others to pass and park
too.

From the west, New Plymouth area continue on Highway 16 past
Albertsons to the next signal. Turn right onto Substation Road and
continue for 3 blocks. Turn left onto Cherry Lane, continue and turn
right on the second street, which is Orchard Lane. Look for the
American Flag at the first house on the right past the pasture. Pull into
the driveway and park anywhere you like, but please leave room for
others to pass and park too.

After the Tour we will meet back at Ron and Fran’s home about 1:00
p.m. for gossip and lunch. Park in the back yard. Bring your own
chairs and Drinks. Ron’s Son-in-law will have his Hot Dog Cart and
will be selling Hot Dogs. Bring sides to share - salads, desserts,
chips, baked beans etc.

Weather is predicted to be cloudy, light winds, 20% chance of rain.
Sounds perfect! Come join the first tour of the 2025 year.

FUN, FUN, FUN!!!

Local Events:
Mechanics Garage:
Hightower's Garage: Elvin's shop is
open. Call him to make an appointment
and tell him your needs.

Next Club Meeting:

March Club Meeting:

April 10, 2025 at Idaho Pizza
Company, 7444 W Fairview Ave (near
intersection of Fairview Ave and Cole
Rd). Gather to eat at 6:00 p.m. with
meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Save the Dates:
March 22, Annual Emmett Tour (date
may change due to weather)

April 17, Ontario Model A Club
@ 1 p.m., Lecture: How to Straighten
Wheels

April 26, Car Games
May 3, Annual Melba Tour

May 17, Proposed Farm Tour
Parade America

June 14, Pre-Meet Pendelton Tours

June 21, Oregon Trail, Tour will
include a stop at the winery near
Mountain Home.

July 4, Idaho City Parade or local
Parades near you.

September 1-4, Annual McCall/New
Meadows Tour

September 20, 3rd Annual
Constitution Day Celebration

May 31-June 7, 2026 National

LOOKING FORWARD:
Please look at the “Save the Date”
items above. These are the proposed
tours and activities as of this date. If
you have suggestions for more or
different tours or activities please
contact Rob Blout. He is open to
ideas!

\
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MORE TOURS, MORE ACTIVITIES, MORE FUN

59th annual PORTLAND SWAP MEET: April 4,5,and 6 at the Portland Expo, billed as
the largest indoor—outdoor swap meet on the west coast.

Traditionally we have ordered tires for our Model A vehicles and they have been
delivered to the Swap Meet. Elvin will be able to bring some of them home, but contact

him if you want him to bring yours home.

Tires must be ordered and paid for by March 26th. Contact Coker Tire Company at

www.cokertire.com. Questions? Ask Elvin.

June 14, 2025 Join the team sponsoring the MAFCA National Meet in 2026 in Pendleton
as they do a Pre-Meet Tours practice run of the tours they are planning for the 2026

National Meet.

This sounds like fun! Let’s help them work out the kinks of their tours. Save the date.

Remember our club is supporting this MAFCA National Meet in 2026 by organizing and
running the “Car Games”. Rob Blout will organize a “Car Games” practice run for our club
on Saturday April 26, (place to be determined). We will choose the games and practice

running and scoring them for Pendleton.

S

PASSWORD CHANGE

As discussed last fall, we are changing to
password to the Members Only section of the
website to protect personal information in that
area.

As of April 1 you will need to use the new
password. Chuck distributed pieces of paper
with the password on it to those who attended
the March meeting.

If you were not there, contact one of the officers
or another club member to get it. Please do not

share the new password with anyone via text or
email. Club Officers will not share that password
via text or email,

Use the old password (redtudor) until April 1,
2025.

Chuck Nelson: 208 949-9030
Rob Spofford: 208 863-3889
Arlan Potts: 208 921-0594

COMMON TOOLS USES

OXYACETYLENE TORCH: Used
almost entirely for lighting on fire
various flammable objects in your
shop. Also handy for igniting the
grease inside the wheel hub out of
which you want to remove a bearing
race.

TABLE SAW: A large stationary power
tool commonly used to launch wood
projectiles for testing wall integrity.

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: Used for
lowering an automobile to the ground
after you installed your new brake
shoes, trapping the jack handle firmly
under the bumper.

BAND SAW: A large stationary power
saw used by most shops to cut good
aluminum sheet into smaller pieces
that fit more easily into the trash can
after you cut on the inside of the line
instead of the outside edge.
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NORTH WEST REGIONAL MEET
September 21-26, 2025

Hub Tour: Sea the Waves in Your
Model A’s, 2025

LONG BEACH, WASHINGTON

Host Hotel: Chautauqua Resort &
Conference Center

Room rate $109/night, USD +Tax

/%LUME 58, ISSUE 3

304 14th St NW, Long Beach, Washington.

If the host hotel fills up there are several other hotels in the immediate vicinity:

Adrift Hotel: 409 Sid Snyder Drive, Long Beach, WA (360) 642-2311

Best Western: 500 Ocean Beach Blvd S, Long Beach, WA (360) 642-9899

Oceanview Inn at the Arch: 208 Bolstad W, Long Beach, WA (360) 642-5400
HUB TOUR ACTIVITIES

September 21 (Sunday), Registration from 4-6 p.m. in the Sunrise Room

September 22 (Monday), Registration opens at 8 a.m. in the Sunset Room. Because most
hotels offer breakfast, we will not be having breakfasts. Welcome meeting at 9 a.m. in the
Sunset Room. Please attend to find out about the week’s events, meet old friends, and make
new acquaintances. You will receive a Hub Tour booklet containing the schedule and all
available tours.

September 23 (Tuesday), Touring on your own. Restorers Class Evaluations start at 9 a.m.
Tailgate Swap Meet from 2-4 p.m. Hubley check in at 4 p.m. NWRG Representatives meeting
at 5 p.m. Dinner on your own. Hubley races begin at 7:30 p.m.

September 24 (Wednesday), Grand Tour with stops in SW Washington and NW Oregon with a
lunch stop at Camp 18 between 1-2:30 p.m. After lunch you are free to tour backroads to Long
Beach

September 25 (Thursday), More touring on your own. Farewell Dinner at 6 p.m. in the Sunset
Room. No-host bar will open at 5 p.m.

September 26 (Friday), Check out of your hotel and travel home.

REGISTRATION: Print the registration and waiver forms, fill them out and mail both along with
your check or money order to Linda Harding, Treasurer of the NWRG, 4914 NW Springhill
Drive, Albany, OR 97321. If the waiver is not included with the registration it will be returned to
you. If you attended the Hub Tour in Redmond, OR be sure to subtract $50 from your total.

Trailering your car? You can park your truck/trailer at the host hotel, on the east side of the
parking lot.

NAME TAGS: You may bring your favorite lanyard and you will receive a Hub Tour name/club
label to insert into your name tag. If you prefer, wear your MAFCA name tag. If you don’'t have
either, a name tag will be provided when you register.

N\ 4
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NWRG HUB TOUR CONTINUED

Dress Code: Casual thoughout Hub Tour with business
casual or era fashions for Farewell Dinner.

Hospitality: Cookies and beverages provided in Sunset
Room. Clubs are encouraged to bring cookies to share and
help staff the room.

No Proffit Raffle: All proceeds from the raffle will be split
evenly between 3 randomly drawn clubs that are attending.
Clubs are encouraged to bring something to donate to the

raffle.
Registration Deadline: Deadline is July 21, 2025. The
cost increases after that date. Any cancellations after July i
21 will only get the registration fee refunded because we | read recipes the
already paid for the food. Banquet registration is limited to sSame way | read
135 people. science fiction.

If the event has to be cancelled, your registration fees will

be refunded. If we make money on this event we will give When | get to the end
you a break on the next Hub Tour.

One Last Thing: If you find yourself in Long Beach,
California looking for Model A’s, you'll find us in Long

Beach, Washington.

SOMETIMES YOU MEET
SOMEONE AND YOU KNOW
FROM THE FIRST MOMENT

THAT YOU WANT TO
SPEND YOUR WHOLE LIFE
WITHOUT THEM!

WHY YOU SHOULDN'T
IRON YOUR FOUR LEAF
CLOVER?

YOU DON’T WANT TO
PRESS YOUR LUCK!

| think, “Well, that’s
not going to happen!”

«

SARE
CAUTION |

Women work all the time.
Men have to put up signs
when they work.

A cupcake is always special. Once you lick the frosting off
a cupcake it becomes a muffin, and muffins are healthy!

You're welcome. Enjoy!
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Model A “aaaO0Ogah” Horns

When you turned a corner, you honked your horn. When you backed up, you
honked your horn. When you did anything, you honked your horn. The idea was if
you honked your horn constantly you let people know you were coming, and that
caused safety. In many places you would actually be fined if you didn’t honk at an
intersection.

In the early 1900’s companies were still trying to figure out what kind of signaling
or warning sound would be representational for cars. There were all these devices that
made noise in different ways. The klaxon was marketed as a device that was so loud
and distinctive that its “aaaOOgah” would cut through the surrounding clamor. And
it had new electric technology that provided an instantaneous signal, so you could
immediately honk if you wanted to.

Vehicle speed was also a factor because klaxon could clear a street. There was a
sense of “I don’t have to slow down because I've got the biggest horn on the market.”

There was a ton of pushback, especially from anti-noise organizations. Klaxon
used modern advertising to reframe the noise. Instead of thinking, “Oh, my God,
that’s a horrible thing I'm hearing,” they wanted people to think, “That’s what’s going
to keep me safe.”

One of the big differences between cities in the 19th century and today was back
then streets saw all different types of things moving in different ways: people, horses,
streetcars and carts had to share that space. Little by little streets have become
reserved for cars. Now, if you’re in the street and you get hit, well, that’s your fault.

In the 1920’s car horns were singled out as the most obnoxious thing about urban
sound, and they became a political issue in campaign after campaign. In New York
City mayor La Guardia talked about this all the time. The klaxon became the symbol
of noisy modernity and the problem that government tried to solve. Many places
banned them, and car companies stopped installing them.

The new horns sounded like “aaa” instead of a full “aaaOOgah.”
Thanks to Jim Borchers for sending this article to me.

(I found most of the content at bunkhistory.org, “A Loud Warning From the Past About Living With
Cars” based on book “Danger Sound Klaxon!: The Horn That Changed History”)

When you are driving GIGGLES Have you heard - Ford is
through fog, be sure to . . developing a heated tailgate.
turn down the volume New Tesla cars don't It’s so your hands will stay

come with that “new car
smell”. They come with
an Elon Musk.

warm while you’re pushing
your truck home.

of the radio—so you
can see better!

A\ /
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The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile
club located in the Boise area of Idaho. We are
dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the
Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford
Motor Company. Membership is not limited to owners
and is open to anyone interested in preserving the
memory of our past and the great impact that Henry
Ford made upon the world with his Model A.

The Treasure Valley A’'s have had a long history in the
city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent
most of their lives here in the area. The club was
formed around 1963 and its membership consisted
of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the
club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and
is one of the most active antique car clubs in the
state.

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop
by our next event.

Treasure Valley Model A Ford
Club of America

10921 West Montana Ave.
Boise ID 83713-5048
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member?
Go to: http:/www.mafc.com/
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