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CAR GAMES PRACTICE FOR THE 2026 NATIONAL MEET 

April 26, 2025 saw 12 cars and about 30     

people meet at a parking lot in Nampa to   

practice 6 sample Car Games as we prepare to 

help with the National Meet in Pendelton,     

Oregon May 31 through June 7, 2026.  We      

practiced the “blindfolded driver obstacle 

course”, “water in wine glass while car drives 

over 2X4 Boards”, “bean bag toss into various 

containers”, “screwing sparkplugs into and out 

of a cylinder head”, “bumper stop”, and 

“roulette wheel”. The goal was to judge the 

time for each activity, make rules adjustments, 

and check the amount of “fun”.  

Set up took about an hour, from 9 to 10 a.m., 

followed by about 2 hours of activities. By the 

time the heat began to build we were done, 

The parking lot was also being used by several 

soccer teams playing games, so we had lots of 

interest in the cars and the games! Gary 

McNary even gave a young girl the opportunity 

to drive his Model T. Chuck Nelson’s 90+ year 

old father was delighted to also take a ride in 

that Model T.  

We will practice Car Games again in the fall 

with some new games. Stay tuned for more  

information toward the end of summer. 

Preparing for setting up. 

Checking in 

a driver and 

navigator. 

Ready to drive 

over those 2X4 

boards with    

water in the wine 

glass your     

navigator is  

holding? 
How easy is it to screw those spark plugs into that 

cylinder head while wearing welding gloves? 
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More Car Games Pictures 

Chuck Nelson 

and his dad  

enjoying a drive 

around the 

parking lot. The 

weather was 

perfect. 

Dee Borden 

helps a car 

begin the 

“water in the 

wine glass”          

challenge. 

Gary McNary 

helps with the 

“spark plug in 

and out of the 

cylinder head” 

challenge. 

With her father’s 

permission, this 

young girl takes the 

opportunity to drive 

her first Model T. 

Thank you, Gary. 

Great PR! 
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JUNE 2025 Local Events: 
Mechanics Garage: 
Hightower’s Garage: Elvin is home and 
his shop is open. Call him to make an 
appointment and tell him your needs. 
   
Next Club Meeting: 
 
June Club Meeting: NEW LOCATION 
June 12, 2025 at YANNI’S, 1411 Shilo 
Dr, Nampa. (formerly Bob’s) in front 
of the Shilo Inn, off I-84 at the  
Franklin Blvd exit. Gather to eat at 
6:00 p.m. with meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Save the Dates: 
 
May 17, Parade America in Nampa. 
Contact Arlan for information. 
 
June 21, Oregon Trail Tour will 
include a stop at the winery near 
Mountain Home. 
 
July 4, Idaho City Parade or local 
Parades near you. 
 
September 1-4, Annual McCall/New 
Meadows Tour 
 
September 20, 3rd Annual 
Constitution Day Celebration 
 
May 31-June 7 2026 National Meet 
in Pendleton, OR. We are responsible 
for the Car Games.  

QUILT RAFFLE 

Marilyn Nelson and Connie Spofford    

created a beautiful quilt with pillowcases as 

a fundraiser for our Christmas Party.   

Tickets will be sold at meetings, and are $5 

each  or 5 for $20. Drawing for the quilt 

and pillowcases will be in the fall. 

ST. LUKE’S LIFE FLIGHT 

As members of our Treasure Valley 

Model A Club we qualify for a    

discount on the annual membership. 

When you pay for your            

membership tell them you belong to 

TVMAC to receive your discount. 

 

OREGON TRAIL TOUR 

Jerry Eichhorst from the Idaho Chapter of the Oregon-

California Trails Association came to our May meeting to 

present the inaugural showing of the video taken last year 

of our Oregon Trail Tour. The video was professional and 

highlighted our cars and club members during that tour. It 

will soon be shown at the OCTA meeting and then will be 

offered to the public on a YouTube channel. 

After the video Jerry discussed the 2nd Annual Oregon 

Trail Tour to be held June 21, 2025. We will meet at the 

Walmart parking lot off I-84 Exit 95 at 8:30 a.m. We will be 

able to use Walmart’s restrooms before we begin the tour. 

The next restrooms available will be at the Sweetbriar 

Vineyard And Winery, our lunch stop.  

The total length of the tour will be about 30 miles with only 

10 miles of “well maintained dirt road”. This tour will be a 

different portion of the Oregon Trail than last year. 

Lunch will be at the Sweetbriar Vineyard and Winery. The 

Winery will grill burgers and brats and will sell them to us at 

$5 each. We will provide pot-luck sides and dessert. Wine 

tasting and other drinks will be available for sale. 

Check our club website for updates and more details,     

including a map.  

Let’s all go and have a good time! 
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FAST FOOD FRIDAYS BEGAN ON MAY 2, 2025 

What are Fast Food Fridays? It is an opportunity for folks to gather informally at different fast food    

establishments for dinner or dessert. Connie researches locations where we can eat inside if the weather 

is cold or rainy and eat outside if the weather is pleasant. She also chooses both familiar locations and 

new establishments. Sometimes the groups are large but other times they are small. You are encouraged 

to drive your Model A, but modern cars are also welcome. Come and get to know other club members. 

Here are the first two months of FFF locations. Plan to meet at 6:00 p.m.. Happy eating and socializing!  

MAY 16, Arby’s, 611 12th Ave Rd, Nampa 

 

MAY 23, Chicken Delight, 3319 N Eagle Rd, Suite 100, Meridian 

 

MAY 30, Westside Drive In, 1113 Parkcenter Blvd, Boise 

 

JUNE 6, Big Daddy’s BBQ, 1551 W Cherry Ln, #102, Meridian 

 

JUNE 13, Guthrie’s Chicken, 1840 W Chinden Blvd, Meridian 

 

JUNE 20, Boise Fry Company, 224 12th Ave S, Nampa 

 

JUNE 27, Fanci Freez, 1750 W McMillan Rd, #100, Meridian 

TOUR ETIQUETTE  

REMINDERS: 

President Chuck Nelson 

reminded us that as we 

participate in tours we do 

not have unlimited right of 

way.  

We need to allow other 

traffic to pass us safely by 

leaving space  between 

our cars and pulling over if 

needed. We want to avoid 

angry drivers and             

accidents or wrecks.  

Share the road and be a 

good neighbor. 

NEW MEETING LOCATION 

Shawn and Kristin Adamson suggested a “New Location” for our monthly meetings. They   

recently enjoyed dinner and drinks at Yanni’s Greek Restaurant in Nampa. The menu has a 

wide variety of Greek dishes and also burgers, chicken sandwiches, gyros, pasta dishes, 

soups and salads, and Greek desserts.  You can order drinks from the bar. They will create a 

shortened menu for our group with a discount, but if you wish you may order from the regular 

menu and pay regular prices. 

This “New Location” is very familiar to our club. It is the old “Bob’s”  restaurant in front of the 

Shilo Inn in Nampa that we used to go to until they closed well over a year ago. We would be 

in our old room, which is large with plenty of room for our group. There is a door that closes 

us off from the main restaurant. No extra noise, and we can use our P.A. System. We know 

the location and amenities.  

Yanni’s is located at 1411 Shilo Drive, Nampa. It is the Franklin Blvd exit on the northwest 

side of I-84. See you there June 12, 2025. 
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BOISE DEPOT STORY: DON AND JIM BORCHERS 

1975….2000….2025 

In April 1975 a group of old cars gathered at the Boise 

Train Depot for the city’s celebration of the 50th            

anniversary of its construction. Members of  several car 

clubs, including the Horseless Carriage Club, the Model A 

Club, and the newly formed Western Idaho Model T Club, 

were part of the celebration. The depot was still being 

used for AMTRAK passenger service running between 

Seattle and Salt Lake City.  

In the early 90’s Morrison Knudsen Company purchased 

the  depot and undertook a thorough and historically   

correct refurbishing project to bring the aging structure 

back to its glory. Later, Morrison Knudsen donated the 

Boise Depot back to the city of Boise. Not long after, the 

old locomotive, affectionally known as Big Mike, was 

moved from its long time display in Julia Davis Park, up 

the hill to add to the historical displays at the depot. 

One item of fashion note, in 1975 very wild and colorful 

bell bottom pants were “a thing”! One particular member 

of the Model A Club attended wearing such an item.     

Unfortunately NO photos of this are available, for some 

reason. But we can report Jim Borchers was there with 

his dad Don Borchers, and was involved in the events. 

After Brent Coles was elected Mayor he was determined 

to promote the Boise Depot as a meeting place. Mayor 

Coles hired staff to promote the Depot and Don was one 

of the key people on their contact list. Don’s 1923 Model 

T was there time after time. Whether it was for a national 

March of Dimes dinner, Transportation Day, The Boise 

River Festival or to drop off the Governor of Idaho, Don 

and the Model T were there.  

50 years later and many, many, many events later Don 

returned. 

On April 16, 2025 Don and his Model T celebrated 50 

years of supporting the Boise Train Depot. (Jim did not 

have bell  bottom pants this time around,) After displaying 

the Model T, Don was presented with a limited edition 

print of the Depot in recognition of his 50 years of       

support. 

In keeping with tradition, the Model T will be ready to    

attend the 150th Anniversary in 2075. 

(Story and Pictures by Jim Borchers) 
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Concealed Carry Class 

Stephanie Stapleton has been working to organize a Concealed 

Carry class for our Lady A’s and gentlemen who wish to join us. It 

will consist of 2 classes during the week of  June 21-30. The first 

class will discuss laws around the use of deadly force and other 

legal issues, and what to do when confronted with dangerous    

situations in our homes and in public. The second class is shooting 

practice at the Gun Range. You will be responsible to bring your 

own ammunition.  Classes are $75 per person plus a $10 Range 

Fee. 

Stephanie will provide more details at our next meeting. 

The first Fast Food     

Friday group at Bruchi’s 

on May 2, 2025 

Lew Shaver won 

Best Original Model 

A at the “Hot Rod 

Happening” at    

Nampa High School.   

Wahoo! 

Firebird Swap Meet, on the way to Emmett, was the place 

to be on the first weekend in April. Everyone was looking 

for a deal, and some found one. Congratulations!  
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MELBA FUN RUN 

The 33rd annual Melba Fun Run was held May 3, 

2025. Hard to believe it’s been 33 years since the car 

clubs have gathered to support the Melba Senior  

Center. This year the route to Celebration Park took 

an older route that took the cars through less desert 

and a bit more farmland.  

After enjoying some fresh doughnuts provided by    

Albertsons in Kuna, the gang headed to Celebration 

Park with perfect weather. We had 46 cars participate 

in the drive. Our visit to the Park was a great chance 

to catch up and chat. Then it was on to the Melba 

Senior Center. 

This year the event raised a total of $3,800 for the 

center. Lunch was great and the auction items,       

including a $190 pie, were a hit! The money raised 

will aid the operation of the center. They need a new 

stove and repairs to their HVAC system. 

A deep and heartfelt thank you to all that participated 

and donated, especially the Western Idaho Model T 

Club and the Treasure Valley Model A Club! 

  (Thanks Jim Borchers for the story and pictures) 
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Visit us on the web at: http://www.tvmaclub.com/ 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/ 

Twitter page: https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID 

 

Interest in becoming a MAFCA member? 

Go to: http://www.mafc.com/ 

 

T R E A S U R E  V A L L E Y  

M O D E L  A  F O R D  C L U B  O F  

A M E R I C A  

The Treasure Valley A's is a Model A Ford automobile 

club located in the Boise area of Idaho.  We are 

dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the 

Model A Fords from 1928 through 1931 by the Ford 

Motor Company.  Membership is not limited to owners 

and is open to anyone interested in preserving the 

memory of our past and the great impact that Henry 

Ford made upon the world with his Model A. 

 

The Treasure Valley A’s have had a long history in the 

city of trees. Many of the club’s members have spent 

most of their lives here in the area. The club was 

formed around 1963 and its membership consisted 

of only eight couples and a few cars. Since then the 

club has grown to well over a hundred and thirty and 

is one of the most active antique car clubs in the 

state.  

 

We would love to hear from you or even better, stop 

by our next event. 

Treasure Valley Model A Ford 
Club of America 

10921 West Montana Ave. 

Boise ID  83713-5048 

https://www.facebook.com/TVMACIdaho/
https://twitter.com/TVMAC_ID

